
World Languages Winter 2014 
 

 
The World Languages Department at Suffield High School has been enjoying an active, 

engaging year, during which its teachers – Mr. Casinghino, Mr. Shultis, Ms. Kruk, Ms. 

Harnett, Ms. Furie, Mr. Faria, and Mr. Mangini – have led numerous school-wide and 

departmental events.   

 

Hallway featuring stamp designs for Hispanic Heritage Month  

 

One school-wide activity during the fall was Hispanic Heritage Month in which all of the 

Spanish Classes completed in-depth cultural investigations of figures from Spanish-

speaking cultures from across the globe and designed stamps based on the United States 

Postal Service competitions for Hispanic Heritage stamps.  

 

 



One of the many displays created this year by the World Language Honor Society and the World Languages 

Department to bring cultural reflection and dynamic artwork to our school; this one is for French Week 

 

For Francophone Culture Week, the French Department developed a theme of “A 

Universe of Sounds” to explore diverse facets of sounds, language, and culture.  Students 

developed projects in which they presented research on sounds related to the French-

speaking world.  They investigated and reported on cultural figures, including composers and 

musicians, filmmakers, singers, and others whose work revolves around sound.  They also 

explored how we describe and interpret sounds, from animal sounds to the noises of the 

world around us, in city and countryside.  On the morning announcements, there was a 

competition in which students had to recognize sounds from life in French-speaking 

counries – and some sounds familiar to us since they were from the USA.  



   

Spanish students in Rockefeller Plaza   

 

On December 6th, 2013, Spanish students who are enrolled in Level V Honors, AP Spanish 

Language, and AP Spanish Literature, were chaperoned by Mrs. Kruk, Mrs. Brown, Mr. 

Shultis, and Mr. Faria in a day trip to New York City to watch a live presentation of La Casa 

de Bernarda Alba at the Spanish Repertory Theater. This was a great opportunity to expose 

students to the impacts of Spanish culture in the United States, and to see an authentic work 

in Spanish. After the play the group made a stop at the Rockefeller Plaza to soak in some of 

the great holiday decorations.  

 

This year, there will also be a trip to France with Mr. Casinghino and Ms. Kruk in the 

continued exchange between Lycée Descartes of Tours, France, and Suffield High School.  

Our Advanced Placement class conducts regular videoconferences and exchanges e-mails 

with correspondents from Descartes High School.  In April, eleven French V and AP 

French students will be traveling to the city of Tours in the Loire River Valley to stay with 



French families and go to school at Descartes High School with their French hosts.  After 

nearly a week in Tours, the group will travel to Paris for a three-day stay in which they will 

walk through city parks, go to open markets, and visit the Louvre and Orsay museums, 

Notre Dame cathedral, the Eiffel Tower, and other important cultural monuments.   

 

 

Our bulletin board which features the World Languages Student of the Month, an ongoing SHS tradition 

that honors students who demonstrate strong initiative and aptitude in French or Spanish   

 

This Spring, the World Language Department will also be continuing its annual tradition of 

World Languages Week by featuring a theme that capitalizes on this year’s two biggest 

worldwide sporting events – the Winter Olympics in Russia and this summer’s World Cup 

competition in Brazil.  Stay tuned for more exciting events with SHS World Languages!   


