
Suffield High School Newsletter 

March 2018 

 

Last year at this time I was writing to everyone how late winter and early spring is always an interesting 

time of the year in New England.  Well that still holds true this year as we have yet another school 

cancellation day due to a Nor’easter.  Our roller coaster of temperatures continues and between the 

snow, rain, and 50 degree days I really can’t tell what season it is anymore.  Let’s hope this storm will be 

our last and the golf season is right around the corner.  Please remember that each cancelled day of 

school backs up our projected last day of school.  As of this submission (March 7), we have had five snow 

days so the projected last day of school for students is Monday, June 18.  Let’s hope for no more school 

cancellations and an uneventful beginning of spring.  I remind everyone that all dates and events are 

listed on our school calendar and that the Board of Education is not able to set the official graduation 

date until April 1st.  The school will be sure to send a School Messenger communication following the 

Board of Education meeting on April 3rd so families can begin planning. 

As this will be my last official school newsletter, I would like to once again thank everyone in the Suffield 

High School community, as well as the town for their support during my time here.  I have often 

commented how wonderful of a community Suffield is as it is filled with wonderful students who have 

caring, supportive, and engaged parents.  The school has many things to celebrate and the support of 

the community should clearly be at the top of the list.  As was previously communicated, Mrs. Arline 

Tansley has been named the interim principal for the rest of this school year and she has been spending 

the last few weeks getting to know the students and spending time in teacher’s classrooms.  I am sure 

she will enjoy her short time here as she has already commented how wonderful the students and staff 

are.  Best of luck to all of the students in their future endeavors and as always, Go Wildcats! 

PAC Meeting 

 

The next Parent Advisory Council Meeting will be announced in April and will be a meet and greet 

following the Board of Education appointment of the new principal to begin July 1, 2018. 

 

 

Scholastic Writing Competition 

 

Congratulations to Lucie Casinghino who was recently awarded a Gold Key in 

the Flash Fiction category at the regional level in the Annual Scholastic Arts 

and Writing Competition.  The regional level includes the entire Northeast, 

from Maryland and Pennsylvania up to Maine. Lucie will continue on to the 

national competition, which will be announced in March.  We wish Lucie the 

best and look forward to seeing what happens next!  



Agriscience News 

 

The Agriscience program celebrated FFA Week last month.  On February 9th, the FFA Week committee 

threw a dance to kick of FFA Week. Students enjoyed time with their friends while dancing and eating 

pizza. From February 12th-16th, students took part in fun-themed days to celebrate FFA. On Monday, 

students showed their USA pride and wore the colors red, white, and blue. Tuesday was FFA gear day, 

where students wore clothes that had the FFA theme. Wednesday was Official Dress day where students 

wore their corduroy jacket and provided a brunch to thank SHS faculty and staff for their support of the 

Agriscience program. On Thursday, students wore Hawaiian themed clothes. Lastly, Friday was flannel 

Friday. FFA week is always a fun week watching students who participate in the program show their 

pride in the organization. 

 

Science Fair Club News 

 

The Science Fair Club is proud to announce that Senior Marissa 

Guzzo has been named as candidate in the U.S. Presidential Scholars 

Program. The U.S. Presidential Scholars Program was established in 

1964, by executive order of the President, to recognize and honor 

some of our nation's most distinguished graduating high school 

seniors.  Being honored as a nominee for the Presidential Scholars is 

one of the nation's highest honors for high school 

students.  Congratulations to Marissa Guzzo! 

The nationwide Regeneron Science Talent Search has awarded their 

prestigious Digital Science Research Badges to both Zachariah 

Service and Marissa Guzzo.  The Digital Research Badge is for serious 

national level research and will aid both of these seniors in their search to enter that high level 

university with a STEM major. 

The National Science Bowl hosted their regional jeopardy style competition at UConn on Saturday, 

February 24th.  For the first time, the Science Fair Club sent five 8th grade Suffield Middle School 

students:   Avie Vasantlal, Aarya Vasantlal, Cole Cutler, Alexander Litvak and Jack Shanks.  The winning 

team will advance to the National Science Bowl in Washington, DC, all expenses paid.  Go have some fun 

and see them compete!   

Junior Lizbeth Serrano has been selected to make a formal science fair presentation of her project "A 

Novel Approach to Holistic Medicine for Dog Allergies" at the Junior Science and Humanities Symposium 

at UConn Health Center in March. 

 

Gay-Straight Alliance 

 

The Gay-Straight Alliance will be attending the annual True Colors at UConn on March 16th. The annual 

conference for GSAs and advisors, teachers, and counselors conducts workshops to help students and 

teachers make their schools safer and more inclusive for all LGBTQ+ students. 

 



National Merit Scholarship Finalist 

 

Congratulations to Joseph Rossi, who was selected as a Finalist in the National Merit Scholarship 

Program.  Only 15,000 students of the 1.6 million are selected as Finalists following confirmation of PSAT 

scores by performing similarly on the SAT, as well as maintaining an outstanding academic record and 

essay submission.  Every Finalist competes for one of 2,500 National Merit $2,500 Scholarships, about 

1,000 corporate-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards, or 4,000 college-sponsored Merit Scholarship 

Awards.  We wish Joe the best of luck as he continues on in this process.  

 

Rotary Student of the Month- February 

 

Congratulations to Halie Shea who was chosen as the Rotary Student 

of the Month for February.  Halie is a senior in our Suffield Regional 

Agriscience Program with a concentration in the area of Animal 

Science and Mechanics.  Halie has won honors such as the CT FFA 

State Degree, FFA Chapter Degree, FFA Greenhand Degree, the 

Hartford County Judith Ferry Award and the Hartford County Unsung 

Hero Award.  Halie is an FFA Community Committee Member and is 

involved in Suffield High School’s Unified Soccer and Unified 

Basketball.  Halie has participated in several other community service 

activities such as Special Olympics, Leo Club activities, and 4-H Pet 

Therapies, where she visits nursing homes and children’s homes with animals for a stress relief/therapy 

session. 

Halie also has impressive leadership experience.  She is the President of the Windsor Locks LEO.  She is 

also the 2nd Vice President and Publicity Committee Chair of the Hartford County 4-H Club.  She was 

chosen as the Connecticut State Delegate for the National 4-H Dairy Conference, as well as the 

Connecticut State Delegate at a conference entitled  “Citizenship Washington Focus” where she 

participated in debates, shared opinions and learned about the United States government.  Halie is 

currently the President of the Suffield Regional FFA Chapter Office. 

While managing all of these activities, Halie works as a Special Needs Caretaker.  She attends to and 

tutors individuals with different types of special needs. 

As you can clearly see by Halie’s impressive resume, she was the perfect choice for the March Rotary 

Student of the Month.  Congratulations Halie! 

 

Academic Quiz Team 

 

The Academic Quiz Team once again qualified for the National History Bowl in Washington, D.C. with a 

fourth-place finish at the CT regional tournament on March 3rd. This will be the third time the quiz team 

has been able to represent Suffield at the national tournament.  

 

 

 



International Geography Bee 

 

Junior Dario DeCosmo has qualified for the International Geography Bee, held in July in Berlin, Germany. 

This exclusive competition will include matches against people from not just the U.S. but from around 

the world. Congratulations, Dario! 

 

 

Entrepreneurship Field Trip 

 

On February 28th, the Suffield High School 

Entrepreneurship classes met with Dave 

Edwards from Aaron's Furniture in 

Springfield Massachusetts.  Mr. Edwards 

recently sold his 104 Aaron's franchise 

locations back to corporate and took a 

position as Senior Vice-President with the 

company. He explained the Aaron's 

franchise model, as well as his experience 

in how he grew from an Aaron's delivery 

person, to owning his first store. 

 

 

Teen Dating Violence Month 

 

The month of February was Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month.  Our athletes promoted this 

awareness at the recent Windsor Locks Basketball game by wearing the color orange.  They also 

decorated the gym and the teams put up posters and balloons to bring awareness to Teen Dating 

Violence. 

 
 

 



World Language Student of the Month 

 

Congratulations to Rabi Zulfiquar who was chosen as February’s World 

Language Student of the Month!  Rabi is a junior at SHS and is currently 

enrolled in Spanish V Honors.  This year Rabi has demonstrated persistence 

to remain in the target language while speaking in class and greatly 

enhanced his verbal communication skills.  His commitment to creating 

spontaneous and organic language is commendable.  Rabi also excels in his 

grammatical understanding of the language and due to his inquisitive 

nature, strives to consistently improve his skills and comprehension.  Rabi 

has excelled at various creative projects and is an asset to our learning 

community.  Rabi enjoys learning about other cultures and traditions and 

makes comparisons and contrasts to his own.  He enjoys being able to view and celebrate different 

perspectives.  His greatest satisfaction comes from the synthesis of all that he has learned and utilizing 

his language skills to communicate his ideas.  Rabi hopes to continue studying Spanish in the future and 

one day travel to Spain or Mexico.  He is currently enrolled in many challenging honors and AP level 

courses.  He especially enjoys his philosophy, chemistry and government courses as they allow him to 

apply concepts, follow current events and stay informed.  He is involved in the World Language Honor 

Society and is a Co-Captain of the Debate Team where he practices leadership and public speaking.   

In his free time Rabi enjoys reading current events and historical literature, spending time with friends 

and playing video games.  He also enjoys creating computer software programs and games.  He recently 

attended a tech camp where he learned to program for cell phones and plans to pursue a career in 

software engineering.  Congratulations again to Rabi for this incredible honor! 

 

Science Fair Club News 

 

Connecticut Science & Engineering Fair 

March 1st was the deadline for Abstracts to be submitted for the Connecticut Science & Engineering 

Fair (CSEF).  On March 12th, SMS will have 8 students while SHS will have 24 students register their 

approved projects during Science Fair Week.  SMS has 4 projects reaching the semi-finals while SHS has 

17 projects in the semi-finals.  The results and awards will be announced on Saturday, March 17th at 

Quinnipiac University.  The CSEF is open to the public to view the projects as well as attend the awards 

ceremony.  Visit the www.ctsciencefair.org website for those details. 

 

National Science Bowl:   

The SMS team of Avie Vasantlal, Aarya Vasantlal, Cole Cutler, Jack Shanks and Alexander Litvak survived 

8 rounds of competition before being eliminated in the National Science Bowl Regional Middle School 

Finals.  The SHS teams are competing on March 3th in the National Science Regional High School Finals 

are comprised of SreeKeerthi ManurSreekantaMurthyGari, Monica Van Ginkel, Zachariah Service, Ziad 

Hassan and Marissa Guzzo for Team A while Team B will be Madison Gadomski, Shreedula 

Balakrishnan, Leroy Lawson and Brooke Tillotson. 

 

http://www.ctsciencefair.org/


Junior Science and Humanities Symposium:   

Lizbeth Serrano is a semi-finalist for the JSHS at the UConn Health Center.  Her project "A Novel 

Approach to Holistic Medicine for Dog Allergies" will be presented on Saturday, March 24th. 

 

 

Athletics 

 

The Boys Indoor Track team finished 2nd in NCCC, highest team finish since 2012, highest points scored 

at the conference meet since 2006.  This season was highlighted by 6 all conference selections and 3 

school records broken. The Girls Indoor Track team finished 2nd in NCCC, with the highest points scored 

at conference meet since 2011.  The season was highlighted by 9 all conference selections 

Girls Varsity Ice Hockey finished the regular season 15-2-1. This fun, athletic, hard-working team won 

the SCC North Conference Title and is ranked #4 in the state out of 23 teams.  The team beat Amity-New 

Haven-Cheshire 3-2 and will now play in the semi-finals in the state tournament on Wednesday, March 

7th.  Keep up the good work! 

 

 

  

 


