Principal’s Newsletter-April 2018
I would like to begin by introducing myself. I am Arline Tansley, the interim principal of Suffield High
School. In just the five (5) short weeks since I entered Suffield High School I have been so impressed
with the students, faculty, and administration associated with the Suffield school system. Students are
extremely polite, responsible, and well mannered, teachers are totally committed to their students, and
administration goes above and beyond to insure the safety and well-being for every member of the high
school community. As members of the Suffield community you should be extremely proud of your
schools.
Spring is upon us and Suffield High School is in the midst of its end-of-the-year activities. For seniors
graduation is just around the corner. For the entire student body awards ceremonies, spring sports, and
numerous other celebrations will soon be scheduled and posted. School counselors have been meeting
with students to plan for future endeavors. Grade eleven (11) students are busy taking the SAT and
exploring college or career choices. Grade twelve (12) students are preparing for what is to come for
them after they leave Suffield High School. Grade nine (9) and ten (10) students are looking forward to
becoming upper classmen next year. As parents please feel free to contact me or a school counselor if
you have any questions or concerns about your child. It is parents that make the difference. It is very
apparent that parents of Suffield students are active participants in their children’s lives.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be a part of your community.
Agriscience Update
On March 29th, our Suffield Agriscience Program hosted Accepted Student Day, where all accepted 8th
grade students from various towns came for one huge shadow day. During the school day they learned
about FFA, the student leadership organization, and had the opportunity to ask students on a panel
about life at Suffield High School. The FFA Officer Team and the 8th graders participated in a school
scavenger hunt, giving these incoming students the opportunity to tour the school and meet some of
the teachers. This was the program’s first Accepted Student Day and the visiting 8th graders all seemed
excited about the program and excited to become a Wildcat next year!

Press Release: National Geographic Society and Lindblad Expeditions Announce 12th Annual Class of Grosvenor
Teacher Fellows
In recognition of their commitment to geographic education, 40 highly respected educators from the
United States and Canada have been selected as the 12th group of Lindblad Expeditions and National
Geographic Grosvenor Teacher Fellows. The 2018 Fellows will embark on global expeditions on board
the Lindblad Expedition ships National Geographic Explorer, National Geographic Endeavour ll and
National Geographic Sea Lion in pursuit of enhancing their geographic knowledge with hands-on, fieldbased experiences that they will bring back to their classrooms, communities and professional networks.
Every year, pre-K–12 educators around the United States and Canada are encouraged to apply for this
unique learning experience and professional development opportunity. Congratulations to Justin Kaput
on receiving this prestigious award.
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World Language Student of the Month-March
Suffield High School World Language Department is pleased to announce Michaela Conway as the World
Language Student of the Month for March. Michaela is a junior in Spanish V having studied Spanish is
Suffield since her days at McAlister. She is a student of the highest caliber. Michaela truly exemplifies
the SHS core values - respect, responsibility, rigor, integrity and creativity. Michaela always works her
hardest and is willing to take risks for learning. She puts one hundred percent into every assignment and
is well prepared for class each day. Her class participation is outstanding. Next year Michaela intends to
begin the study of American Sign Language - a newer course offering at Suffield High School.
Outside of the classroom Michaela has been on the Suffield High School Varsity field hockey for the past
three years and looks forward to her senior season in the fall. Michaela is a member of the SHS chapter
of Best Buddies and is on the Wildcat Advisory Group - WAG - and helps with eighth grade information
night and ninth grade orientation. Michaela also appears in the Suffield High School musical production
of “Mary Poppins.” In the summer Michaela works as a camp counselor at The Red Door Theater
Summer Camp. Michaela is the daughter of Kristen and Greg Conway.
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Rotary Student of the Month-March
Congratulations to Marissa Guzzo who was chosen as the Rotary Student of the Month for March.
Marissa is a senior at Suffield High School and also attends The Greater Hartford Academy of Math and
Science. By doing so, Marissa is able to take advanced math and science classes while at the same time
being able to participate in her town/school community. Marissa is a member of the World Language
Honor Society and National Honor Society. In NHS, Marissa has been involved in numerous fundraising
projects and also helping advertise to promote important events within the society. Within the NHS,
Marissa volunteers her time by tutoring students in multiple subjects. She is also part of SHS Wildcat
Advisory Group, where she is a peer mentor for incoming 9th graders. Some other groups that Marissa is
involved with are the Capital Area Math League, American Mathematics Competition Team and Physics
Bowl. She is also a member of Suffield High School Student Council, Giraffe Club, Best Buddies,
Academic Quiz Team, as well as one of our Morning News Anchors on our morning announcements.
Marissa received a scholarship to the National Summer Transportation Institute at UCONN in 2016. She
has received various awards such as the Society for Science and the People Research Digital Badges
Recipient, the U.S. Department of Education Presidential Scholars Award, the Emperor Science Award
Winner with Harvard Cancer mentorship, the Dr. Rick Conard Biological Research Award and the
National Society for In Vitro Biology Award, as well as numerous other awards. Marissa helps out in the
community at The Ronald McDonald House, is a Suffield Parks & Recreation Enrichment Camp
Counselor, and volunteers at Sacred Heart Church.
As you can see by Marissa’s impressive resume, it is clear why she was chosen as the Rotary Student of
the Month for March. Congratulations Marissa!
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Zielinski’s Kindness Crew

We are excited to let you all know that our Random Acts of Kindness to assist Project
Hometown Support was a HUGE success. We collected many items including toothpaste, cough
drops, sunscreen, various food items and additional personal care items. In all we packaged 17
boxes and the delivery was a major triumph!
Project Hometown Support informed us know that we collected enough items to send to the
troops for both Memorial Day and 4th of July!!!
Thank you for all those who were able to contribute!

"When you are kind to others, it not only changes you, it changes the world.

Shop Rite Community Service Award

Miriam is a senior at Suffield High School and has been a member of the Suffield Regional Agriscience
Program for the past four years. She has grown up on her family's dairy farm, Smyth's Trinity Farm in
Enfield, Connecticut all of her life where she assists with milking the herd and working in the dairy
processing plant and store. Throughout Miriam's high school career, she has been an active member of
the Suffield FFA, where she has participated in various competitions and events such as serving as a
National FFA Convention chapter delegate. In addition to her involvement in the agriscience program,
Miriam has been an active student athlete serving as this year's co-captain for the Suffield field hockey
team. Outside of school, Miriam continues to be involved in the 4-H organization where she shows
sheep and dairy cattle at various fairs and expositions. Miriam is currently planning to attend a
college/university to major in the area of animal science upon graduation from Suffield High School.
A donation of $50 will be made to Miriam’s favorite charity. Miriam chose to have her donation to go to
Little Sisters of the Poor in Enfield. Congratulations Miriam!

Science Fair Club
At the Connecticut Science & Engineering Fair (CSEF), SHS had the highest participation ever with 17
projects from 24 students reaching the semi-finals. SHS had 6 students earn 2nd Honors (top 2% in the
state) while 18 students earned 3rd Honors (top 3% in the state).
Six students reached the Finals at the CSEF with Ziad Hassan winning 2nd Place and $300 with the
Barnes Aerospace Technology Award; Ziad also advances to the Connecticut Invention Convention in
April; Brooke Tillotson was a Medalist for the Petit Family Foundation Women in Science & Engineering
Award; the team of Bruce Wilson, Kyle Englander and Michael Sattan won the Samantha Freeman
Award for Excellence in Sports Science or Engineering along with $100.; Akshita Jindal was selected to
advance to the Connecticut Invention Convention in April with the possibility for her to advance to the
Nationals in Washington.
The Science Fair Club also announces that semi-finalist Lizbeth Serrano won the STEM Poster Exhibition
People's Choice Award in a competition of 39 high schools at the Junior Science Humanities Symposium
at the UConn Health Center.
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Connecticut Affiliate NCWIT Award
Congratulations to Amanda Litvak who was chosen as a 2018 winner of the Connecticut Affiliate NCWIT
Award for Aspirations in Computing. The award will be presented to Amanda at a reception at 4:00 PM
on Tuesday May 8th at the Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford in conjunction with the Hartford
Technology Forum jointly sponsored by the Central Connecticut Chapter of the Society for Information
Management and the Greater Hartford Chapter of Women in Technology International. Amanda is also
invited to join the last session of the day -- “Leadership Development” where Sabina Ewing, a VP of
Business Technology at Pfizer will moderate a panel of recent college graduates now working at The
Hartford, Aetna and Farm Credit Financial Partners. Congratulations to Amanda!
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