
Welcome Back Message August 2016 

I hope the students, families, and school community are rejuvenated from a relaxing and enjoyable 

summer. The schools are bustling with activity and in a few short weeks we will be fully engaged in 

teaching and learning. Starting the school year is always an exciting event whether you are a 

student or staff member, a first year teacher or a veteran educator like me. On August 31, 

approximately 2300 students will walk through our school doors anticipating a year of discovery and 

learning. As a second year Superintendent in Suffield, I am particularly eager to continue our journey 

of continuous improvement this year as we provide new and enhanced supports to teachers and 

staff, create teacher led professional learning communities, and improve outcomes for students 

through a focused District Improvement Plan and School Improvement Plans. 

Teacher quality is the number one reason why students succeed. We are blessed in Suffield with 

dedicated teachers and wonderful families. I am placing my bets that all student outcomes will 

continuously improve in Suffield as we focus on instructional practices and provide supports and 

professional development to teachers while listening to their creative ideas and solutions. 

We are welcoming 33 faculty members to the Suffield Public Schools and they are an impressive 

group who are passionate about teaching and learning and steeped in successful teaching methods 

and techniques. They include our new Director of Special Services, Natalie Donais; A. Ward 

Spaulding Assistant Principal, Ramsey Binnington; secondary curriculum leaders Steve Autieri and 

Tim Kinel; technology integrationist Richard Lane; elementary instructional coaches, Erin Grasso 

and Jessica Marzi; six teachers at A. Ward Spaulding Elementary; ten teachers at McAlister 

Intermediate; one school psychologist K-5, one teacher at Suffield Middle School, six teachers at 

Suffield High School and two school nurses. 

This is an exciting time to be an educator. We are preparing students for the unknown world of 

tomorrow with economics, technology, medical research and educational requirements changing at 

a fast pace. While at times the changes may seem daunting, I am confident in our families, our 

district leadership, our talented faculty and staff and our organization’s motivation to provide Suffield 

students with the best opportunity for success in the future. 

Wishing all a positive and bright beginning to the 2016 school year. 

Karen M. Berasi 

Superintendent of Schools 
superintendent@suffield.org 
860-668-3394 
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