
 

 

  

Social Studies 

On Thursday, June 1, fifth grade held the first annual Revolutionary War Day Reenactment.  This day was the 

culminating activity of the fifth grade social studies year.  The changes to the social studies curriculum included 

shifting the scope and sequence of fifth grade’s American Studies to begin with the Pre-Columbian Era to the 

Revolutionary War.  Students spent the day immersed in exploring the life and times of militia soldiers during the 

revolution supported by reenactors from Roseland Cottage in Woodstock, Connecticut.  The day concluded with the 

reading of the Declaration of Independence by Thomas Jefferson (Mr. Fontaine) and the firing of muskets.  The 

social studies classes focused on students exploring the major events that started the conflict between the British 

and the colonies, explored the battles of the war and what happened to Loyalists who lived in Connecticut at the 

beginning of the Revolutionary War prior to the reenactment day. 

 
 

Students explored the music and foods of the time period with Mrs. Tanya Engler and a reenactor from Roseland Cottage. 

ELA Instructional Coaching 
Close Reading 

In the classroom, K-5 teachers are working to provide students with regular practice of complex text.  During PLC, 

teams of teachers have worked with the ELA Curriculum Leader and Instructional Coach to plan close reading 

experiences that allows students to read and think analytically.  In our K-2 classrooms, students are beginning 

their path to close reading as they listen to high quality picture books.  Initial lessons focus on building content 

knowledge while follow-up lessons build comprehension skills through discussion.  In grades 3-5, students are 

working with literary and informational articles.  After building a general understanding and vocabulary base, 

students are learning to annotate text, use text evidence to support their thinking, participate in collaborative 

conversations with peers, and respond to their reading in writing. 

KRIS PRYCE 
K-5 ELA and Social Studies Curriculum Leader 

ERIN GRASSO 
K-5 ELA and Social Studies Instructional Coach 

June 16, 2017 



 

 

  

First year of Investigations implementation was a success!  Teacher and student enthusiasm about mathematics has 
become palpable.  Teachers have finished working with Christine Moynihan as they implemented the Numbers and 
Operations units and are excited to learn more with her next year as they continue thinking about numbers and 
operations units in depth.  Teachers provided feedback as to what was most meaningful or what they would like to 
do next.  These quotes sum it up the feedback: 

 More time with Christine!  In twelve years, she is the MOST beneficial PD I have ever had.  I remember how she 
teaches, and it makes sense….she makes the time exciting and hands-on.  Most PDs are lectures, and I never 
remember them weeks later.  With Christine, I was excited to go back into my classroom and apply what we did. 

 I thought this was incredibly beneficial PD!  I am much stronger at teaching these units now.  I would like to play 
the games together, including how to differentiate the games for the students and practicing the types of 
questions the students should be asking each other.  Thank you for everything! 

 

Overall, teachers feel very strongly that learning more about their student’s developmental continuum would be of 
utmost importance as we move forward with Christine Moynihan next year.  This work would not only support their 
learning, but also communication with parents about student learning. 
 

In the world of science, kindergarten through grade 3 will transition to a new curriculum next year based on 
phenomena and inquiry.  Be on the look-out for more information about what this means for your child’s science 
learning next year! 

  

Both photos above are of 4th grade teachers working in PLC to create representations to show a clear understanding of 

the context of a multiplication problem.  Jose picked seven apples.  Carol picked four times as many apples.  
 
 

During math PLCs, teachers have been studying conceptual understanding through the use of math tools and 
composing representations. A focus has been on Concrete-Representational-Abstract - thinking deeply about how 
children make sense of problems, and how they solve them.  Teachers have wanted to study the representations 
that their students make, and what that looks like on a developmental continuum.  Teachers have done extensive 
work with the text: The Common Core Mathematics Companion: The Standards Decoded to support their work in 
PLC.  

SARA BARANAUSKAS 
K-5 Math and Science Curriculum Leader 
JESSICA MARZI 
K-5 Math and Science Instructional Coach 

June 16, 2017 



 

 

  

What’s Happening at Suffield Middle School? 
A team of middle school teachers, in collaboration with teachers at the intermediate and high schools, have formed a 
professional reading group to examine best practices for vocabulary instruction for grades 4-12. Essentially, the 
teachers have learned that direct instruction of morphology (word parts), including roots and bases, prefixes and 
suffixes, provides students with the best tools to determine word meaning in context. This is particularly important 
with academic vocabulary words, of which 80% generate from Greek and Latin roots. Having a solid understanding 
of morphology is especially important when encountering new academic vocabulary in writing. Next year, teachers 
will pilot a vocabulary program called Words Their Way to improve student knowledge of morphology. 
 

Grade 6 students are ending the year reading Dragonwings, practicing character analysis, using context clues and 
group discussions. In Grade 7, students are just finishing up their poetry portfolios, which will be sent home for 
much anticipated parent feedback. Grade 8 students finish off the year with their first foray into the world of 
Shakespeare, with a reading of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Students work to understand the text in modern terms 
and contexts—children still disobey their parents, after all, and love triangles will never die! The unit culminates in a 
dramatic interpretation of a scene. 

  

Students in Mr. Hershon’s grade six ELA class  
share narrative stories to end the year. 

A “parking lot” for one on Mrs. Reiser’s grade nine reading 
groups, where student make note of observations and  

questions for later discussion. 
 

What’s Happening at Suffield High School? 

Most classes at the high school end the year with literature circles, which provides teachers the opportunity to 

model reading skills with a mentor text. Students then can then apply those strategies to their own structured 

choice reading. Book groups engage students in discussions around common readings that allow them to develop 

skills in speaking and listening, collaboration and literary analysis. Ninth grade reads hero-themed texts, with 

selections from The Odyssey to model reading strategies. Tenth grade students read memoirs to examine the 

qualities that promote success in the face of adversity. Eleventh grade students are reading a broad range of texts 

of various genres and topics. AP classes have completed their testing and are now conducting research, which 

they will present in a culminating project. 

JEANINE ROSE 
6-12 ELA Curriculum Leader  June 16, 2017 

"Enjoy reading this summer! Find summer reading information at www.suffield.org." 

 

http://www.suffield.org/


 

 

  

What’s Happening at Suffield Middle School? 
We concluded our school year with sharing our big “Takeaways” from our work of introducing the Math Practices 
into our curriculum, instruction and assessment.  
The 6th grade:  As students modeled their thinking in solving real world problems, we realized how vested they 
became in the work; we were encouraged by the various ways our students interpret the problems, display their 
thinking and understanding and the growth they made over time as they represented their thinking when solving 
problems.  Students, in reviewing all the previous drafts and the final product, expressed pride in their growth with a 
student saying “what was I thinking” looking at their first drafts.  
The 7th grade:  As students were taught to reflect on their assessments and analyze their errors intentionally, in so 
doing they realized the number of points they were losing to careless mistakes.  Students learned how to review their 
work, completed an error analysis, graphed their results and reflected on how to improve on their work.  In the 
process they learned how to enter values into excel sheets, and create and interpret graphs of their scores.  
The 8th grade: Our success story is having students totally vested in the modeling process during class and more 
importantly coming back during their flex or lunch - on their own initiative - to spend more time researching, 
debating and analyzing.  Students engaged in self- assessing and assessing others’ work.  

 

 Sample student work from grades 6, 7 and 8 
High School students working in groups 

on the practice final. 

What’s Happening at Suffield High School? 

Our high school mathematics department introduced a new resource to Algebra 1,2 and Geometry.  One 
the features of the resource, gives students the opportunity to take assessments more independently.   
Mr. Lowman created the final review for his geometry class this way.  Students can work on these 
questions in or out of class.  Students are actively engaged discussing and explaining their answers to 
each other.  
Ms. Goodwin’s Pre-calculus class is working collaboratively with teacher support to tackle questions on 
their practice final.  Students in Ms. Juhl’s Algebra class are working collaboratively to present their 
solutions and justify their work.  In all three cases teachers are facilitating student learning, assisting 
with questions they struggle with, clearing up misunderstandings with students vested in the learning 
process.  
Our students are the end users of all we do in education, thus their voice is integral as we examine 
curriculum, instruction and assessment.  We held our second annual student focus group this week to 
give students the opportunity to provide feedback on the Math Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment.  
Their feedback is vital to our work and will be incorporated in decisions about the department focus for 
next school year.  

ESTHER DATTEY 
6-12 Math Curriculum Leader 

June 16, 2017 



 

 

  

What’s Happening at Suffield Middle School? 

As another school year quickly comes to a close, our teachers have been working diligently to revise units of 

instruction and assessment tools as we prepare to meet the demands of the Next Generation Science Standards 

(NGSS).  Mrs. Killam and Mrs. Peterson are introducing our Grade 6 students to a unit examining the chemical 

principles of matter.  Students applied the concept of chemical and physical changes to make ice cream in class.      

Ms. Gardocki and Ms. DeGray have completed a unit on earth processes in which the Grade 7 students examined the 

movement of plates in class during an activity called “Sweet Tectonics.”  The students are applying the principles of 

energy and engineering design to develop a Roller Coaster Model.  Mrs. Davis and Plourde completed a unit on Forces 

and Motion with Grade 8 where students applied Newton’s Laws during an activity called Mallet Ball.  Students 

constructed free-body diagrams to depict the various forces involved. 

  
Mr. Grimard and Mr. Courchesne hosted the Suffield Fire Marshal and the 

Connecticut State Police during a Forensics unit on Arson Investigations. 
Grade 7 students utilizing Gizmo Modeling Software as part of a $12,000 

grant funded by the Suffield Foundation for Excellent Schools. 

 
What’s Happening at Suffield High School? 

Want to follow Science in Suffield?  Check out our webpage: www.suffieldscience.org 
 

Students in the Grade 9 integrated science course have recently completed a unit studying earth’s internal 
processes.  Students conducted activities examining the geologic time scale, radiometric dating, and locations of 
volcanoes and earthquakes. The grade 9 teachers have been piloting a new unit on astronomy aligned to the new 
science standards beginning next year. 
 

Our Grade 10 biology teachers have been working with our students on systems of the human body.  Classes have 
been examining the circulatory, immune, and respiratory systems.  Students completed a modeling exercise where 
they constructed working segments of the circulatory system to study the movement of normal blood cells and 
those with Sickle Cell Disease.   
 

The Grade 11 chemistry  teachers have introduced our students to a unit on acids and bases.  Students combined 
class sections and performed an acid-base titration experiment on an unknown solution.  Students also applied 
their learning to solve mathematical titration problems.  
 

Mr. Szabla and Mr. Kauffman has been studying the concepts of reflection, refraction, mirrors and lenses as well as 
electricity and circuits with Grade 12 physics.  Students applied mathematical reasoning to solve problems and 
utiized digital animations with Gizmos to disect the relationship between voltage, current, and resistance. 

STEVEN M. AUTIERI 
6-12 Science Curriculum Leader 

June 16, 2017 

http://www.suffieldscience.org/


 

 

  

Throughout the course of the 2016-17 academic year, the Social Studies Department at Suffield Middle School has 
looked to strengthen its content coherence from grade to grade by realigning the various content addressed in each 
grade. To this end, the sixth and seventh grade teachers have worked closely together to construct curricular for a 
World Regional Studies course that focuses on key historical information for each region under study while offering 
students an examination of that region's geography.  Through combining the historical content of the region with key 
information about its geography, it will provide the students with a greater understanding of the various cultures 
that have arisen within said regions and develop a stronger global perspective for students as they enter secondary 
work.  The eighth grade has begun offering students a course in the Foundations of American History, which will take 
students from the Colonial Era and the Revolutionary War through the End of the American Civil War.  Through this 
instruction, students will gain an American lens through which, they can observe the rest of the Secondary Social 
Studies Core Curriculum. 
 

Beyond these curricular alterations, teachers have been working together to devise innovative and common 
assessments to better know and address the various needs of their respective student populations.  Throughout the 
creation of these tasks, teachers have worked collaboratively within one another to develop an academic skill 
progressive that will identify areas of growth within their students and be able to address these areas in their future 
instructional plans. These tasks will ask that students use a variety of skills to address academic content commonly 
addressed within each grade level’s course offering. 

  
Mrs. Pfaff’s sixth grade class doing a dramatic reading  
of the mutiny against Alexander the Great in India. 

Students in Mr. Shea’s grade 9 International Studies class built 
their own Kahoot! review activity to aid in their preparation 
for their upcoming final exam. 

The Social Studies Department at Suffield High School has also undergone considerable coherence work, seeking to 
construct content and academic skill through lines that will serve to guide students through their high school 
experience while constantly drawing connections with prior learnings.  The new program will consist of Modern 
World History in the ninth grade, American Government & Civics in the tenth grade, and the US History in the 
eleventh grade.  Modern World History will examine the major historical events that have shaped our current 
world throughout the 20th century.  The course will examine various geographic locations and ask students to 
build broader narratives about the modern world and how it came to be.  The tenth grade will do an in depth 
examination of the American Governmental System as it exists in form, as prescribed by the US Constitution, and 
function, as the system has evolved and works today.  The course will also ask students to analyze the role of the 
individual citizen in the American Government and explore ways in which they can contribute to the manner that 
our nation's addresses problems.  The United States History Course is a survey class that will provide students 
with a greater narrative understanding about the historical trends that have shaped contemporary America.  
 

In addition to these contextual realignments, teachers have been seeking out ways to know the needs of their 
students better and address them more effectively.  To this end, teachers have been constantly examining college 
and career readiness information stemming from the National Clearinghouse, standardize test scores, and common 
assessment information from teacher generated tasks.  These sources of data have offered our teachers the 
foundational information through which to offer some instructional solutions to some of the areas of growth 
trending throughout the district, and in particular, the disciplines specific to the Social Studies Department.  

TIMOTHY KINEL 
6-12 Social Studies Curriculum Leader June 16, 2017 



 

 

 

Looking back at the school year, it is wonderful to see how technology has been used in a variety of ways to support 
student learning and creativity. Students at Spaulding have been building their literacy and communication skills 
through the use of apps to help them tell stories in written and pictorial form. Sharing those stories with teachers and 
peers strengthens their confidence to continue that work. Second graders are creating presentations with clear and 
concise goals in mind for how they need to present the information, including the use of stop motion animation to 
develop planning and communication skills that tie into curriculum. Even the Unified Arts are getting involved, as 
second grade music students practice improvisation by creating their own compositions with a mobile app. 
 

At McAlister, students are striving to communicate more effectively by developing a greater understanding of when 
to use different technologies for certain purposes. By creating secure Google Sites, students are discovering a new 
way to gather information and demonstrate their understanding of topics, such as countries and the Revolutionary 
War. Stop motion has been a powerful tool here as well. Fifth grade students created stop motion videos to showcase 
their grasp of Moon phases and how they change during a lunar cycle. Not only did this build collaborative skills, it 
challenged students to dig deeper into their knowledge in order to apply it for communicating with other students. 

 
 

A 2nd grade student works on building his own musical 

composition with a mobile application. 

 

High school students use their mobile devices to access 

information about artwork in the hallway. 

 As eighth grade students have been preparing for their commencement to high school, they have been 
strengthening their inquiry skills through targeted approaches to searching.  Using the instant-feedback 
capabilities afforded them by their devices, students honed their question asking and answering skills through 
repeated practice and discussion. Parsing questions and developing queries with relevant search terms is not more 
than just an idea. It is a skill being put to use for researching and investigating.  Moreover, it is a building block for 
developing rational arguments and discussing concepts with others.   
 

Chromebooks and their applications can be seen in use at the high school, such as Google Forms being 
implemented to gather real-time information about student understanding of content matter.  Students are also 
engaging with multimedia in creative ways.  Video has been used to demonstrate how point of view shapes an 
argument.  This helps students apply critical thinking to concepts of literacy as well as analyze digital media to 
better understand the content being presented. 
 

After much testing and collaboration, artwork was hung in a hallway at the high school with accompanying quick 
response (QR codes).  These can be used by anyone with a QR reader on their device to learn more about the 
artwork, although standard text is also displayed.  We are looking forward to using more QR codes in the future as 
way of engaging students and others in learning about the work that peers and teachers are doing in the school.  
 

It has been an amazing year full of innovative uses for technology.  While the technology has been engaging, the 
focus on instruction has been paramount and will continue to be moving forward. 

RICHARD LANE 
K-12 Technology Integrationist 

June 16, 2017 


