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Mrs. Pfaff’s sixth graders are so  
excited that they are creating  
questions during their flex period! 
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6-12 Social Studies - Jeanine Rose 
The social studies teachers have been preparing to write curricu-
lum that implements the new state social studies standards in the 
classroom.  To start, high school students participated in student  
focus groups to provide feedback to teachers about what makes 
for effective teaching.  Teachers then met with the state social 
studies consultant to reduce redundancy and to begin the process 
of aligning the curriculum across the grade levels.  Sixth-grade  
students are beginning to learn the inquiry process that is the  
focus of the new standards, generating open questions about other 
cultures and current events that they will then research. 

We hope this Winter Curriculum    
Update finds you well.  The core      
academic updates contained here are 
the direct result  of outstanding      
collaboration between and amongst 
our students and teachers.                
Enjoy!  

6-12 English Language Arts - Jeanine Rose 
High school students participated in student-focus groups to provide feedback to teachers about what 
makes for effective teaching.  This feedback will be used to guide teachers in the curriculum revision 
process.  Middle school students have been participating in cross-curricular projects.  Students are 
practicing research skills to inform their writing by incorporating evidence in the form of cultural and 
historical facts into their narratives.  Teachers have been reviewing and revising writing rubrics to 
support the writing process. 

 

 
Did you miss the Courageous Characters Wax Museum?  Sixth-grade ELA and Social Studies classes researched  
historical timelines, created characteristic web graphic organizers and studied speeches to present to townspeople 
in the gym.  The students presented a 2-page speech to recite in character to amazed onlookers and then  
answered questions from their audiences. 



 

 

6-12 Mathematics - Esther Boakye-Dattey 

Pictures from Mrs. Vella’s & Mrs. Charette’s 6th grade classes. 

Big Ideas has been adopted for grades 6, 7, and 8.  It is serving as the core resource text for  

mathematics instruction in addition to other math sites such as Learnzillion, Khan Academy,  

Illustrative Math, etc.  The Big Ideas online component as well as the hyperlink below, will pro-

vide several websites that can be used at  home to support our students.  

              http://www.commoncoreconversation.com/math-resources.html#sthash.X8g92JyW.obfYpwss.dpbs 

In grade 11, preparation for the new SAT on March 2, 2016, has continued.  All of our grade 11  

students have been preparing for the SATs in class.  Teachers have assisted students with signing  

onto Khan Academy, which has partnered with College Board to help students track their progress 

and work on specific areas for growth based upon PSAT results.  

Sixth-grade students are given the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of the concepts 

they’ve learned in the geometry unit.  Students can choose to create their fun house and find the area 

and perimeter of the various rooms, build a figure using the various polygons they have explored, or 

be a math teacher for a day and teach a lesson, etc. (see pictures below).  I was privileged to observe 

a class presentation and was impressed when students made connections with their current unit of 

study in Science.  And as one of their teachers, Patricia Charette, put it, students are involved with, 

“exploration of current concepts through choice with activities differentiated to engage all students 

with varying interests and strengths.”  

http://www.commoncoreconversation.com/math-resources.html#sthash.X8g92JyW.obfYpwss.dpbs


K-5 Mathematics - Sara Baranauskas  
The transition to the Investigations math program has been smooth for 

both teachers and students.  Transitioning teachers have been provided 

with full-day release time to learn about the components of  

Investigations and how it supports instruction and learning, and have 

created a scope and sequence of instruction for the remainder of the 

year.  As the K-5 Math Curriculum Leader, I have been working with 

teachers to create a solid home-school connection using parent letters 

as well as the Investigations website, Pearson SuccessNet.  These two 

resources will help parents learn more about the strategies that  

students are using to reason and think through mathematical problems.  

Please be on the lookout for these resources to come home at various 

times during the school year.   

K-12 Science -               Esther Boakye-Dattey and  
                                                                   Sara Baranauskas 
On November 4, 2015, the State of Connecticut voted unanimously 

to adopt the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  The NGSS 

are a set of learned outcomes in which all students actively engage 

in practicing science the way real scientists apply their knowledge 

to explain things in the real world.  The experience of applying  

scientific thinking is far more important than just reading and  

talking about science.  The NGSS promotes a new way of teaching 

and learning that allow students to experience science actively in  

a deep, meaningful way, not just learn about it from a textbook or  

a lecture.  With these standards now in place, we are drafting a 

transition plan with a careful articulation and process for revising 

Suffield’s science curriculum.  In the meantime, teachers are  

beginning to learn about what the NGSS standards mean for  

their instruction and for their students.  

K-5 Mathematics and K-12 Science 

To learn more about the NGSS, please click on the hyperlink:   
http://www.nsta.org/docs/NGSSParentGuideBlackAndWhite.pdf 

Using a document camera, this 4th 
grade student models his thinking to 
represent how the angles of the rhombus 
and triangle create a right angle.  He 
uses a square as a benchmark to justify 
his thinking to the class. 

http://www.nsta.org/docs/NGSSParentGuideBlackAndWhite.pdf


By using Reader’s Workshop throughout the school year reading is centered around units of study.   
Current units of study are: 

 
 

Kindergarten:  Reading with Super Powers -  
Learning how to use Effective Reading Strategies 
 

First Grade:  Learning About the World:  
Reading Nonfiction 
 

Second Grade:  Becoming Experts:  
Reading Nonfiction 
 

Third Grade:  Character Studies 
 

Fourth Grade:  Historical Fiction 
 
Fifth Grade:  Tackling Complexity:  
Moving up Levels of Nonfiction 
 

Reader's Workshop provides students with a supportive environment that involves reading texts of  

interest and focuses on the strengths and needs of each individual student.  Reader's Workshop helps 

students develop strong reading skills through the use of mini-lessons, interactive read alouds,  

conferencing, independent reading, paired reading, and literature response (oral and written).  The basic 

philosophy behind the Reader’s Workshop is to allow students to spend an extended amount  

of time reading texts that interest them on a daily basis and to provide opportunities to talk about  

literature.  The ultimate goal of a Reader’s Workshop is always to develop life-long passionate readers. 

 

K-5 English Language Arts - Kris Pryce 

Kindergarten students engaged in Reader’s Workshop 


