
Superintendent's End of Year Message, May 29, 2020 

It is my hope that this notification finds our Suffield Public Schools families in all aspects of 

good health.  This has been a tremendously difficult period in each of our lives, and our school 

district remains committed to supporting our students, families, and the community we serve in 

any way we are able to do so.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to your teachers, support staff, 

and the administrative team if there are questions, comments, or concerns that you would like 

share.  We recognize there will always be the need to do more as a school district, and we will 

continue to listen, reflect, adjust, and offer whatever programs and services we can provide to 

lessen the tremendous challenges you are all facing. 

 

            With less than a month remaining to our school year, it is important that we close this 

year on as high a note as possible for our students.  As the days become warmer and outdoor 

activities are more possible, it is likely that many of our students will begin to disengage with the 

distance learning opportunities that our teachers have developed.  This is understandable, and we 

are anticipating that this will likely make distance learning more challenging for our parents who 

are trying their best to keep our students involved with their classroom.  With this in mind, on 

June 8
th

, our classroom teachers will roll out our final phase, Phase 5, of this year’s Continuity of 

Learning.  This will be a phase down period for everyone.  Interactive lessons will be replaced 

with pre-recorded mini-lessons for the remaining nine days of the school year.  During this 

period, our teachers will also be attending to their end-of-year procedures at different times 

during the school day.  Important to note, our administration and teachers will also be utilizing 

this time to prepare for distance learning should it be necessary for the beginning of the 2020-

2021 school year.  We are hopeful that this will not be the case; however, it is important that we 

prepare for this outcome if this decision is made. 

 

            I would like to take this time to recognize our parent educators for rising to the challenge 

over the past three months.  We are grateful for all that you have done and will continue to do 

until our final day of school on June 18, 2020.  Our last day of school is a day that many are 

looking forward to, as it marks the end of our current school year and brings new hope and 

optimism that the summer months and our next school year will garner. As everyone recognizes, 

we would have hoped to fulfill our end of the year with a closure that highlights the 

achievements of each of our students.  This has been made much more difficult this year, but our 

schools are doing what is possible for the remaining days of the year.  Within the next two 

weeks, you will also be receiving communications from the following individuals on important 

information as noted below: 

 Michelle Zawawi, Assistant Superintendent of Schools – Distance Learning Phase 5 & 

Summer Programming; 

 Diana Kelley, Director of Special Services – Extended School Year; 

 Rebecca Osleger, Director of Technology – End of Year/Summer Chromebook and 

Technology Procedures; 

 Mr. Bill Hoff, Business Manager – Food Service Programming. 

            For the past several weeks, the school district has begun developing a Strategic 

Reopening and Sustainment plan for the 2020-2021 school year.  The purpose of this plan is to 



develop a clear pathway for reopening our schools during the pandemic that will likely remain a 

significant concern for us in the weeks and months ahead.  The administration of the school 

district will be working in partnership with our staff, the Connecticut State Department of 

Education, state and local health agencies, town and school officials, and our emergency 

management team in the development of new expectations and safeguards for our students, 

families, and staff.  Important to note, we will be soliciting feedback from families throughout 

the planning process this summer as we look to develop a Strategic Reopening and Sustainment 

plan that best meets the needs of our community.  While the future remains very uncertain, we 

are encouraged that our students will, once again, have the opportunity to engage with their 

teachers and classmates within each of our schools.  Although early indications suggest there 

may need to be a phased entry to the school year, our preparation and planning will have already 

taken place for this to occur when given the approval to reopen. 

 

            I would be remiss if I did not take this opportunity to say congratulations to our 

graduating Class of 2020.  With each passing year of their academic careers, they have defined 

themselves as both revered and accomplished.  Their accolades are many, and I only wish I had 

the opportunity to be here throughout their Suffield Public Schools experiences.  Yet, their 

reputation became known to me within the days and weeks I transitioned into the school 

district.  I vividly remember the initial encounters I had with many of them, and it did not take 

long for me to see how special they are.  They are, indeed, the image we would hope to see in 

our portrait of a graduate.  Our administrators, faculty and staff, as well as, our Board of 

Education look forward to providing them with a unique celebration they deserve to mark this 

milestone in their lives. 

            In closing, I am very hopeful that in time we will all remember what we accomplished 

together in the midst of our current health crisis.  I am so proud of our entire Suffield Public 

Schools community for working together this year and persevering in the adversities we have 

face.  Our families, Board of Education, administration, district faculty and staff, and the 

leadership of the Town have achieved so much working together for the betterment of our 

children.  It has been an honor and a privilege to serve in partnership with each of you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Timothy M. Van Tasel, Superintendent 

 


