
 

SMS Drama Club 2016-2017 Participation Permission Slip 
 

Audition information: 

SMS Drama Club auditions for the 2016-2017 musical theatre 

production of Seussical will be held in the SMS Auditorium from 2:30 

p.m. to 4:05 p.m. on these three dates: Monday, November 28, 2016; Wednesday, November 

30, 2016; and Thursday, December 1, 2017. Performers must choose their specific audition 

date on sign-up sheets in the Guidance Office. Please sign up A.S.A.P., since the time slots can 

fill up quickly.  
 

Important Drama Club policies: 

● Rehearsal attendance is crucial and mandatory for all actors. In the past, students 

have been removed from their role due to 3 excused absences. Unexcused absences are 

even less tolerated. 
● All actors and backstage participants (except the Set Design Crew) must be available for 

all 14 of the extended rehearsals in February, held from 2:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
● All actors and backstage participants (except the Set Design Crew) must be available for 

all performances, which are currently scheduled for Thursday, February 23, 2017; 

Friday, February 24, 2017; and Saturday, February 25, 2017. (Please also be aware of 

the potential snow dates.) 
● Actors are expected to be responsible and prepared, memorizing lines and/or lyrics. 
● All actors and backstage participants are expected to follow all rules for behavior as set 

out in the SMS Student Handbook and accordingly must remain academically eligible 

throughout each entire rehearsal and performance period.  
 

Contact Information: 

Please see the proposed calendar for all rehearsals and performances. Review this information 

carefully to be sure that you and your child will be able to make the commitment expected as 

outlined above. If you have questions, do not hesitate to contact the director, Tyler Wolfson, by 

e-mail (twolfson@suffield.org) or call the school (860-668-3820). 
 

I, along with my child, have reviewed this information and the attached schedule of 

dates, and fully understand the commitment we will make to take part in this activity.   
 

I give my child, _________________________________________, permission to 

participate in the 2016-2017 SMS Drama Club production of Seussical. This includes the 

mandatory audition for all students interested in performing onstage. For onstage 

participants (cast), this signed page must accompany them to the audition. For 

backstage participants (crew), this page must be turned in by December 1st. 
 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________   Date  ___________ 
 
  

mailto:malexopoulos@suffield.org


 
 

SMS Drama Club  
2016-2017 Audition Form 

 

Please complete this sheet  
and bring it to the audition. 

 

Name:_________________________________ 
 

Grade:  _______ 
 

Your audition date (check one):  
 

_____   Monday (11/28/16)      _____  Wednesday (11/30/16)     _____ Thursday (12/01/17)   
       
 

(Girls only) Would you be willing to play a male role?     ____  Yes    ____  No 
  

(7th & 8th graders only) Have you auditioned in other years?  ____ 6th ___ 7th Grade 
 

Do you have any experience singing in a chorus?    ____  Yes   ____  No 
 

Do you have any significant dancing experience?    ____  Yes   ____  No 
 

Please briefly describe specifically your history of: acting experience on stage, formal dance experience,  
singing experience in a chorus, and other performing-arts experiences: 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
  



 

SMS Drama Club 
Descriptions of All Available Backstage Positions 

 
Assistant Stage Manager (1 or 2 people): 
Responsibilities include:  

● being available for every rehearsal and every performance 

● taking attendance before each rehearsal or performance 

● feeling comfortable giving instructions to other students 

● keeping track of “blocking” (actors’ movements and locations on stage) 

● keeping track of changes made to the script 

● prompting actors on their lines from the script 

● directly coordinating betweeing the director, cast, stage crew, and props manager(s) 

 
Stage Crew Member (4+ people): 
Responsibilities include:  

● being available for all rehearsals beginning in late January and all performances 

● setting up the stage before rehearsals and performances 

● moving and placing set pieces throughout each rehearsal or performance 

● possibly taking down the set (called “striking the set”) on closing night 

  
Props Manager (1 or 2 people): 
Responsibilities include:  

● being available for all rehearsals beginning in late January and all performances 

● setting up and keeping track of props before rehearsals and performances 

● knowing the locations of props on stage 

● knowing which actors use which props 

● keeping track of changes made involving props 

 
Light and Sound Operator (3 or 4 people): 
Responsibilities include:  

● being available for all rehearsals beginning in late January and all performances 

● setting up lighting and sound equipment before rehearsals and performances 

● having knowledge of actors’ locations on stage for different scenes 

● keeping track of changes made to the script for lighting and sound requirements 

● operating the control panel, overhead spotlight system, sound system, and/or portable spotlights 

 
Costume Manager (1 or 2 people): 
Responsibilities include:  

● being available for all rehearsals beginning in February and all performances 

● keeping all costumes organized before, during, and after rehearsals and performances  

● keeping track of actors’ costume requirements 

 
Costume and/or Make-up Crew Member (4+ people): 
Responsibilities include:  

● being available for certain weekly work sessions, dress rehearsals, and performances; dates to be 

determined   

● helping to design and fit costumes, and/or helping design and apply make-up to the members of the cast 

 
Set Design Crew Member (3+ people): 
Responsibilities include:  

● being available for certain weekly work sessions; dates to be determined   

● helping to design and construct the set 

 
 

 
 
 



 

SMS Drama Club - Seussical 
Backstage Position Application 

 
For any of our musical production’s backstage positions (who we often called “the crew”), we need responsible, 

dependable, hard-working individuals who are willing to follow instructions. For any manager position, these 

individuals must also be willing to give instructions to others, always in an appropriate and respectful manner of 

course. A complete description of each of the backstage positions can be found on the back side of this 

application. 
 

For students interested in working backstage, this form must be completed and submitted by end of school on 

December 1, 2017. 
 

Name of Applicant ___________________________________ Grade  __________ 
 

Select 2 or 3 backstage positions you would like to be considered for, 

numbering your preferences in order: 
 

______  Assistant Stage Manager 
 

______  Stage Crew Member 
 

______  Props Manager  
 

______  Light & Sound Production Member 
 

______  Costume Manager  
 

______  Costume and/or Make-Up Crew Member 
 

______  Set Design Crew Member 
 

Briefly describe why you believe you would be a good choice for the backstage role(s) you identified above; for 

example: previous experience doing similar tasks, a strong knowledge of technology, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
You will need two signatures of SMS teachers/staff that are willing to recommend you as a responsible 

applicant for a backstage role in the 2016/2017 SMS Drama Club. 
 

1) Signature:          2) Signature: 
 

 

Teacher Name:         Teacher Name: 

 
 



 
 

Seussical - All available acting roles 
The Cat in the Hat: The Cat in the Hat is the spirit of 

mischief, fun, and imagination. The Cat stirs up trouble, 

helping the Boy to discover the power of his own mind as 

they create the story together. This performer, male or 

female, must be comfortable with some improvisation and 

will have to be very versatile, playing characters-within- a-

character, including the Cat in the role of a newsreporter, a 

courtroom bailiff, a doctor, a jazz pianist, and others. It may 

never be made clear if the Cat is only playfully silly or truly is 

completely devious.  
 Recommended audition song: “Oh the Thinks You Can 
Think” 

Boy/Jojo: The Boy (or Girl) is a "Thinker": a young child 

with a wild imagination. He can be played as a little bit 

awkward, a loner, or simply an unruly kid whose “Thinks” 

get him into constant trouble; however, he is very smart, 

full of wonder, and energetic. With the Cat’s help, his mind 

creates the fantasy universe of the play. He even 

becomes a character in his mind’s own story: Jojo, the 

smallest of the Whos. 
Recommended audition song: “It’s Possible” 

Horton the Elephant: Horton the Elephant is a gentle giant 

with a big heart, living in the Jungle of Nool. He is the lonely 

hero of the story that the Cat and the Boy create. He is 

responsible, faithful, and always tries to do the right thing. 

Horton's view of the world never changes: he believes in its 

goodness and protecting that goodness. At the start of the 

show, he discovers that a dust speck is actually a tiny planet 

inhabited by people called Whos, and places it on a clover, 

promising to guard it. Later, he also looks after an 

unhatched egg. By the end of the show, without even 

realizing it, he is ready to become a full-time guardian.                                                                       
Recommended audition song: “Alone in the Universe” 

Gertrude McFuzz: Gertrude McFuzz is a very self-

conscious “girl-bird” who is aware that her tail only has 

one feather and is not very beautiful. Gertrude changes 

during the show from a neurotic, nervous, and shy bird 

into one with the power to protect and care for others. 

This must be a powerful performer, who can show the 

development from childishness to maturity.    
Recommended audition song: “The One Feather Tail of 
Miss Gertrude McFuzz” or “Notice Me, Horton” 

Mayzie LaBird: Mayzie LaBird is a self-centered, flashy, 

and arrogant bird, only concerned, at first, about the way 

she looks and manipulating others to get what she wants. 

Mayzie will never admit to her own flaws. However, she isn’t 

all bad and, secretly, she knows right from wrong. At the 

end of the play, she shows courage in her decisions. 
Recommended audition song: “Amazing Mayzie” 

Sour Kangaroo: Sour Kangaroo is the Jungle of Nool’s 
“queen of sassiness.” She has a lot of attitude and a huge 
voice. She loudly mocks Horton for his belief that his 
clover has a tiny planet on it. She later works to steal the 
clover and gets Horton put on trial for insanity. 
Recommended audition song: “Biggest Blame Fool” 

Bird Girls (3): The three Bird Girls are the “backup singers” 
and biggest followers of Mayzie. They are exquisite, 
fashionable, and strong dancers. The roles require excellent 
musicianship, excellent timing, and strong character skills.  
 

Wickersham Brothers (3): The Wickersham Brothers are 
three naughty monkeys who tease and play pranks on 
others. They enjoy creating music and being outrageous. 
They don’t believe Horton’s claim about the Whos and 
end up stealing his clover just to freak him out! 
Recommended audition song: “Monkey Around” 

Mrs. Mayor: Mrs. Mayor is Jojo’s mother, trying hard to 
raise a difficult child in a very difficult world. With her 
husband, she gets aggravated with Jojo, but they love him 
dearly and do what they can for his own good and the 
community’s.  

Mr. Mayor: Mr. Mayor is the newly-elected leader of the 
Whos. Horton settles their planet calmly into the clover 
and the Mayor thinks his problems are over, but suddenly 
his son Jojo starts acting up and “Thinking”! 
 

ENSEMBLE 
● Jungle/Circus Animals are “street-smart” creatures who follow the lead of the Sour Kangaroo and the 

Wickershams in torturing Horton, who they think is insane. They must at least include Fish, an Eagle, and Yertle 
the Turtle: the local judge who determines if Horton is legally insane or not. They will have the fun of acting as 
animals even in the background of many scenes. Believable performers and strong singers are needed, 
especially for many big ensemble songs. 

● Citizens of Who are quirky, excitable people who value conformity in times of emergency. They see JoJo as a 
threat to the order of their society. The Whos are so small as to be invisible. They are not weird little aliens. 
They are concerned, respectable, and colorful townspeople. 

 


