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 It was the season for shopping, wrapping, running, cooking, baking, giving and receiving.  

Yes, the holidays have come and gone, yet one family will forever remember this joyous season, 

for they got everything they wished for and perhaps a little more!  Mr. Oliver’s third grade 

classroom exhibited the true spirit of the season when they raised funds to purchase gifts for a 

family in need. It all began several years ago when Mr. Oliver asked the students to think of 

others and instead of buying gifts for him as the teacher, that they donate money voluntarily to 

a Suffield family in need.  It was a huge success and he has carried on this tradition for many 

years.  The classroom contacts the Suffield Emergency Aid Association and asks to adopt a 

family for the holiday.  Students then voluntarily bring in donations if they choose to and the 

money is collected by the Room Parents.  The class is given the demographics on the family so 

they know how many members are in the family, whether they are boys or girls, and what their 

ages are.  They are also given a list of items the children can only dream of. One student shared, 

“I want to buy something that they would never guess that they could get this Christmas.” 

Money was collected between Thanksgiving and Christmas and then all donations were put 

together for the room moms to shop with.  With lists in hand, off they went, to make some 

Suffield children’s dreams come true.  Mr. Oliver stated that the best moments come as he 

watches his students work together to carefully wrap each and every present.  He shared, “The 

look of joy on their faces and seeing the true spirit of giving is priceless.”  When all the presents 

are wrapped, they are delivered back to the Suffield Emergency Aid office, and from there, they 

are delivered to a very grateful family.  Mr. Oliver also shared that when the thank you note 

arrives from the anonymous family, there is always an overwhelming sense of pride in his 

students for the kindness and generosity they portrayed.  In the end, the students agreed that 

their small donations put together, made a difference in the lives of those less fortunate than 

they.  What a wonderful life lesson for all. McAlister students make a difference, one tiny step 

at a time. 


