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UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

McAlister’s Principal 

Conversations 
Tuesday, March 4th 

8:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. 

Main Office Conference Room 
 

BOE Meeting 
Tuesday, March. 4th 

6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

SMS Media Center  
 

Illusionist Duane Laflin 
Wednesday, March 5th 

6:30 p.m. 

SMS Auditorium 
 

Suffield Idol Auditions 
Thursday, March 6h 

3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

SPED PAC 
Tuesday, March 11th 

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

MIS Portable 4 
 

Grade 5 Traditions 
Wednesday, March 12th 

5:00 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. 

Nomads Adventure Quest 
 

Grade 3 Traditions 
Friday, March 14th 

6:00 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. 

McAlister Gymnasium 
 

BOE Meeting 
Tuesday, March 18th 

6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

SMS Auditorium 
 

Conferences -  

Early Release 
March 19th-21st 

1:00 p.m. 
 

Suffield Day at the 

Falcons 
Sunday March 23rd  

3:00 p.m. 

MassMutual Center 
 

No School 
Friday, March. 28th 

Professional Development 
 

Grade 4 Traditions 
Saturday, March 29th 

6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Healthtrax, Enfield, CT 

A Message From The Principal 

“We learn by pushing ourselves and 

finding what really lies at the outer 

reaches of our ability.” Josh Waitzkin 

Volume 1 Issue 5 Page 1 
McAlister Intermediate School  March 2014 

Dear McAlister Friends and Families, 

 

We hope this newsletter finds you warm and shoveled 

out from all of the recent snow storms! We all look 

forward to the first signs of spring--the return of the 

red-winged blackbirds and robins, as well as the first 

signs of spring bulbs pushing their way through the 

surface of our gardens. We also  look forward to many 

new events and learning opportunities at McAlister.   

 

During the month of March, we will take both 

our students and staff into new units of study 

and curricular topics, implement instructional 

strategies that 

build 

independence 

and focus on 

deep content 

study, continue 

professional 

development for 

our teachers; 

prepare for the Smarter Balanced Field Test; 

participate in the fun and community-building 

grade level Traditions (sponsored by our 

hardworking PTO), and of course, continue to 

explore new ways to integrate technology into 

our students’ classroom experiences. 

 

Read on to discover all that we are working on and looking forward to in the 

months that lay ahead. And as always, know how much we appreciate your 

continued support and partnership in all our endeavors! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Karen E. Carpenter-Snow 

http://www.suffield.org/page.cfm?id=579&start=10/24/2013&verbose=70456
http://www.suffield.org/page.cfm?id=579&start=10/24/2013&verbose=70456


 

 
Virtual 

Backpack 
 

http://www.suffield.org/misvb 
 

2013-2014 School Calendar 

School Lunch and Breakfast 

Menus 

2013 2014 McAlister Family 

Handbook 

Suffield PMC Kids Bike Ride 

- Jimmy Fund benefit  

3rd Grade Traditions Dance 

Party - Zumbatomic - Friday, 

March 14th  

4th Grade Traditions - 

Healthtrax Fitness and 

Wellness - March 29th  

5th Grade Suffield Traditions 

- Nomads - March 12th  

Award Winning Illusionist - 

Duane Laflin Magic Show - 

Wednesday, March 5th at 

6:30 p.m.  

Expanding Horizons Spring 

Brochure 

January Curriculum 

Newsletter  

Munson's Chocolate 

Fundraiser  

Smarter Balanced Field Test 

- Grades 3-5  

Suffield Day at the Falcons - 

Sunday, March 23rd 3:00 

p.m. 

Suffield Elementary PTO 

Calendar 2013-2014  

Summer Camps and 

Recreational Activities for 

Children with Special Needs  

The Inaugural Fifth Grade 

Table Tennis Tournament 

Recap  
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Curriculum Highlights 

In science, our grade three students will be continuing with their unit of study on 

matter. This is a very engaging and inquiry-filled unit because there are many hands

-on experiments as students sort and classify materials according to their properties, 

learn about heat conduction, observe  and discuss why some  objects sink or float in 

water, and observe how different solids dissolve (or don't dissolve!) in water.  
 

Our fourth grade students are currently working with forces and motion. 

Students are exploring concepts such as force, gravity, friction, and mass. 

This unit culminates with students collaboratively designing an 

experiment that demonstrates these concepts.  
 

And finally, our fifth grade students are working on our Light and Color unit.  This is 

a very meaningful, hands-on unit that has many concepts closely related to our 

Sound unit.  Concepts such as reflection, refraction, and the concept of light as a form 

of energy will be among the topics discussed.  Also, students will conduct many 

experiments with mirrors and other everyday objects to see how light and color play 

an important role in so much of what we do. Additionally, in fifth grade social studies, 

the students are wrapping up the American Revolution and diving right into the 

development of our U.S. Government, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 

English Language Arts 

March is shaping up to be a month filled with building our skills and growing as learners!   

In grades three and four, our students are enjoying their English Language 

Arts units of study in opinion writing.  Our students are full of passionate 

opinions, so these are some of their favorite pieces of writing!  Students will 

be writing about their opinions on technology, school policies, and many 

other engaging topics.  In working on these pieces, students will be 

researching evidence from outside sources in order to support their opinions.   
 

In grade 5, students will be starting their English Language Arts unit of study in 

biography writing. Students will not only investigate the structure of this genre, but 

will also learn how to write a strong biography. Students will be interviewing 

classmates, parents, neighbors, and possibly other community members to gather 

information and draft written pieces that will reflect the style of the various 

biographies they are reading and analyzing.  

Mathematics 
In mathematics, across all three grade levels, students will all be embarking upon in-

depth units of study in fractions. Our third grade students will have many hands on 

experiences with fraction strips, manipulatives, and number lines as 

they deepen their understanding of fractions of regions, fractions of 

sets, equivalence and solving real world problems with fractions.   
 

Fourth grade students will explore finding fractions of a set, 

equivalent fractions, comparing fractions, decomposing fractions, 

and solve real world problems using fraction visual models. Our grade four students 

will also use websites such as www.coolmath4kids.com for their at home practice.  
 

In fifth grade, students will be working on addition and subtraction of both fractions 

& mixed numbers. They will continue to dissect the process and work on mastering 

the application of the concept to real world situations.  

Science and Social Studies 

http://www.suffield.org/misvb
http://www.suffield.org/uploaded/Central_Services/SchCalendars/13-14calendar.pdf
http://www.suffield.org/page.cfm?p=654
http://www.suffield.org/page.cfm?p=654
http://www.suffield.org/uploaded/McAlister/2013_2014MIS_Family_Handbook.pdf
http://www.suffield.org/uploaded/McAlister/2013_2014MIS_Family_Handbook.pdf
javascript:popUp('http://www.suffield.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsid=593',600,600)
javascript:popUp('http://www.suffield.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsid=593',600,600)
javascript:popUp('http://www.suffield.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsid=1010',600,600)
javascript:popUp('http://www.suffield.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsid=1010',600,600)
javascript:popUp('http://www.suffield.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsid=1010',600,600)
javascript:popUp('http://www.suffield.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsid=896',600,600)
javascript:popUp('http://www.suffield.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsid=896',600,600)
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javascript:popUp('http://www.suffield.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsid=893',600,600)
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Principal 

Conversations 
An opportunity for 

parents to : 

 Meet with the 

principal, Karen 

Carpenter-Snow and 

assistant principal, 

Jack Ferraro 

 Hear about the 

latest school and 

district initiatives 

 Discuss important 

events 

 Solidify the home-

school connection 

that is so important 

to the success of our 

students.   
 

Please join us for our 
next meeting: 

 

Tuesday, March 4th 

8:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. 

 

McAlister Main 

Office Conference 

Room 

McAlister Intermediate School  March 2014 

March Theme:  
 

Open 

Conversation: 

Questions and 

Answers.  

Professional Development 
A number of the K-5 staff have been participating in a professional book club. 

The book club was the brainchild of our English Language Arts Supervisor, 

Sophia Krisch (the new name of the recently married Sophia Gintoff!).  Mrs. 

Krisch first lead the group of a dozen or so hard working professionals 

through the collaborative selection of three professional texts focused on 

reading and writing instruction.  After selecting the three texts, all 

participating members agreed on dates by which to read the texts and dates 

on which to meet in order to discuss the ideas and strategies presented.  So 

far, we have read Notice and Note--Strategies for Close Reading by Beers and 

Probst, and we are now working through Reading with Meaning--Teaching 

Comprehension in the Primary Grades by Debbie Miller.  These books are 

helping to shape our reading instruction, broaden our knowledge on Best 

Practices, and ultimately improve classroom instruction for all students! We 

are grateful to Mrs. Krisch for her leadership and look forward to the final 

phase of what has been a wonderful opportunity for all! 

Preparation for the Smarter Balanced Field Test  

As many of our families read in the January, 2014 Curriculum Newsletter 

(produced by our Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Jim Collin), there will be no 

Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) this year in English Language Arts or 

Mathematics. CMTs will only be administered in Science in grades 5, 8, and 

10.  Instead of the CMTs for both English Language Arts and Mathematics, 

our students will be participating in the Smarter Balanced Field Test for 

these content areas. The Smarter Balanced Field Test is aligned to the 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and is administered in a completely 

online platform.  We have been working to learn as much as we can about this 

new online platform (as it is requires students to approach the assessment 

very differently compared to the traditional paper and pencil tests that they 

have always taken) and to prepare our students for it. In addition to all of our 

new English Language Arts and Mathematics units of study that are being 

implemented in our classrooms, our students will be participating in guided, 

online experiences that are aligned to the Smarter Balanced Field Test 

presentation. These guided experiences will allow students to use different 

online tools as well as experience text and other media presented in an online 

manner.  With these experiences, we hope to increase our students’ level of 

comfort, knowledge and expertise with online assessments.  
 

Please note that the fifth grade Science CMT will be 

administered on Thursday, March 13, 2014. The Smarter 

Balanced Field Test will be administered for all students 

in grades 3-5, for an hour each day from March 18, 2014 

through March 28, 2014. Additional information about the 

Smarter Balanced Field Test can be found in a separate 

letter that was sent home late last week (the letter can 

also be found on our Virtual Backpack at mis.suffield.org). 

http://mis.suffield.org/
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Grade Level Traditions Sponsored by the PTO 

Permission slips for our grade level Traditions have recently gone home with all students (additional 

copies can be downloaded from the Virtual Backpack at mis.suffield.org).  We are looking forward to 

these events-- as they are fun, extra-curricular activities that develop a sense of community among 

the individual grade levels and are typically based on cooperative experiences.  We encourage all 

students to attend. The grade level Traditions are scheduled as follows: 

Grade Level Name and Location of Tradition Date and Time 

Grade Three Zumba Dance Party in McAlister Gym Friday, March 14th 

6:00 P.M. to 7: 45 P.M. 

Grade Four An Evening of Fun and Fitness  

at Healthtrax in Enfield, CT 

Saturday, March 29th 

6:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. 

Grade Five An Evening of Fun and Games at Nomad’s  

Adventure Quest in South Windsor, CT 

Wednesday, March 12th 

5:00 P.M. to 7:45 P.M. 

Information about additional PTO Sponsored events such as award-winning illusionist Duane Laflin 

(March 5 at 6:30 P.M. in SMS Auditorium) and Suffield Day with the Springfield Falcons (March 23 

at 3:00 P.M. at the MassMutual Center in Springfield, MA) can be found in the Virtual Backpack at 

mis.suffield.org.  We look forward to seeing everyone at these fun events! 

Chromebooks in the Classrooms 

In conjunction with our anticipated Smarter Balanced Field Test, we 

have recently integrated four additional class sets of Chromebooks into 

our school.  We will use these computers for our  Smarter Balanced Field 

Test and will be using them beforehand as well.  Chromebooks are 

laptops that use Chrome as their operating system and that are designed 

to be used while connected to the internet.  These computers use the 

“cloud” for all file creation and storage as well as application use.   

Spring Conferences 

Before we know it, Spring Conferences will be upon us! These conferences are an integral part of our 

communication with parents--as they provide face to face communication between parents and 

teachers about children’s progress--academically, socially and emotionally. Please note that we will 

work to send home letters proposing conference times that are aligned to those which parents signed 

up for during our December conferences. For example, if you had a conference time on a Wednesday at 

2:00 P.M. in December, we will be sending home a notice recommending the same day and time for our 

March conferences.  Note that the letters will be coming home in the upcoming weeks and that the 

conference days for March are as follows: 

McAlister Spring Conference Dates: 

Wednesday, March 19, 2014 from 1:30 P.M. to 3:15 P.M. 

Thursday, March 20, 2014 from 1:30 P.M. to 3: 15 P.M. 

Thursday, March 20, 2014 from 6:00P.M. to 7:30 P.M. 

Friday, March 21, 2014 from 1:30 to 3:15 P.M. 

http://mis.suffield.org/
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The McAlister Way 

“The McAlister Way” is not just a program at 

McAlister Intermediate School.  It’s the norms, 

the values, and the daily practices we share as 

members of the McAlister Intermediate School 

Community in helping shape the school climate 

we desire. Simply stated, it’s “what we do” in our 

school; it’s “how we roll.”  

On Friday, February 21, our school community 

gathered in the gymnasium to recognize and 

celebrate the friendships we share as members of 

this great school. Beginning with a warm welcome 

from our Student 

Council, who served as 

emcees throughout the 

assembly, student 

representatives from 

every classroom 

paraded through the 

gym carrying class-

made posters of giant hearts made out of cut-out 

paper hands, each one containing a personal 

student example of the kind words and actions so 

often observed at McAlister.  

Grade three students 

shared their 

understandings of 

friendship through an 

acrostic poem, while fourth 

grade students provided us 

all with a slideshow presentation of many great 

examples of what friendship looks like and sounds 

like when we are showing The McAlister Way. 

Our grade five 

students wrote 

and produced an I

-Movie of original 

skits, each one 

providing a few 

laughs and a 

valuable lesson 

about friendship. 

And, of course, 

what assembly 

would be complete without a song sung by all and 

led by our music teacher, Mrs. Engler, and an 

always delightful, musical slide show created by 

our 

Spanish 

teacher, 

Senora 

Nunes, 

featuring 

students’ 

smiling 

faces as 

they show 

“The 

McAlister 

Way.” 
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What is your 

favorite part of the 

school day? 
 

Watching the students 

look out for each other 

at lunch and recess. 

There is such concern 

between the students if 

someone is sitting alone, 

playing alone or having 

a bad day.  

What motivates  

you to work at 

McAlister? 
 

It is such a positive 

place to work. Staff 

truly care for the 

students and in turn the 

students are so caring to 

each other. It's great to 

see especially having 2 

children in the school 

system! 

What does The 

McAlister Way 

mean to you? 
 

For myself it is a way I 

can formally recognize 

the wonderful, kind and 

thoughtful acts of the 

students during lunch 

and recess.  
Stephanie Parnin 
PALS Child Associate 

and Duty Clerk  

1 1/2 Years in Education 

McAlister Intermediate School  March 2014 

If your child attends an after school care program (such 

as the Spaulding After School Program, a home daycare, 

etc.) please be sure to call the program when your child will be 

absent from the program--as too often they call the school, very 

concerned because a child is not in attendance. 

Our Parent Teacher Conferences will be held on March 

19-21, 2014. On these dates, all items in the Lost and Found 

closet will be displayed on tables outside of the main office. Any 

items remaining after the conferences will be donated to organizations that accept clothing for those in 

need. 

Remember to send your child to school warmly dressed--with boots, snowpants and mittens, as so 

many want to play in the snow, but don’t have the proper clothing to do so! 

Friendly Reminders 

 
What is your 

favorite part of the 

school day? 
 

The students greeting me 

at lunch and recess with 

their smiling faces, telling 

me about their day. 

Watching them play and 

have fun with their 

friends. 

What motivates  

you to work at 

McAlister? 
 

I can honestly say I love 

my job. I work with such 

kind, caring students and 

a wonderful staff. 

What does The 

McAlister Way 

mean to you? 
 

The McAlister way is a 

wonderful way to remind 

everyone it’s important to 

be a good citizen.  If you 

are kind and caring to 

others, it makes you feel 

good and makes others feel 

good as well. 

Lori Grano 
Duty Clerk  

and Bus Driver  
1 1/2Years in Education 


