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UPCOMING 

EVENTS  
 

BOE Meeting 
Tuesday, December 2nd 

6:30 p.m. 

SHS Media Center  
 

Early Release 
Wednesday, December 3rd 

Thursday, December 4th 

Friday, December 5th 

1:00 p.m. 

Parent / Teacher Conferences 
 

Sped PAC 
Tuesday, December 9th   

9:00 a.m. 

SHS Commons 
 

BOE Meeting 
Tuesday, December 16th 

6:30 p.m. 

SHS Media Center  
 

Winter Concert 
Thursday, December 18th 

See schedule under Important 

Reminders 

MIS Gymnasium 

(Dec. 19th Snow Date) 
 

Early Release 
Tuesday, December 23rd 

1:00 p.m. 

Winter Vacation 
 

No School 
Wednesday, December 24th -  

Friday, January 2nd 

Winter Vacation 
 

BOE Meeting 
Tuesday, January 6th 

6:30 p.m.  

SHS Media Center  
 

Grade 5 Ping Pong 

Tournament 
Thursday, January 8th 

6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

(Jan. 15th Snow Date) 
 

Sped PAC 
Tuesday, January 13th  

9:00 a.m. 

AWS Café A 
 

No School 
Monday, January 19th 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 

BOE Meeting 
Tuesday, January 20th 

6:30 p.m. 

SHS Media Center 

A Message From The Principal 

Volume 2 Issue 3 Page 1 
McAlister Intermediate School  Dec. 2014 / Jan. 2015 

Dear McAlister Friends and Families: 
 

It seems like we are approaching the 

holiday season and new year at warp 

speed! Although this is perhaps the 

busiest time of the year, it is good to 

pause for a bit and write to our 

McAlister School Community. We 

come to you this month with a great 

deal of news relative to The McAlister 

Way as well as news from around the 

school.   
 

Our faculty continues to work hard 

and collaborate each week to create 

engaging learning experiences for all 

students. Making our math and ELA 

units of study come to life with 

creative and authentic materials, 

innovative instructional strategies, 

and purposeful learning experiences is 

something that we are always 

working towards. We are grateful for 

the collaborative time that our 

teachers have, and of the meaningful 

ways in which they come together in 

order to improve learning for all 

students. We know that our 

Herculean task implementing new 

curriculum can only occur when we all 

work together! 
 

Another way in which our staff comes 

together to collaborate and improve 

learning for all students is through 

our PBIS Committee. This committee 

is charged with learning about, 

creating, and implementing The 

McAlister Way. The McAlister Way--

being kind, respectful, responsible, 

and safe--is based on creating common 

expectations, providing instruction to 

all students relative to meeting these 

expectations, and recognizing 

students for their efforts. This 

committee is made up of a cross 

section of our school and includes 

teachers, specialists, administrators, a 

paraprofessional, and a parent. The 

PBIS Committee meets monthly and 

has collaboratively created and 

implemented all facets of The 

McAlister Way, planned professional 

development for the entire staff, and 

worked to share The McAlister Way 

with our students. We communicate 

the committee’s efforts to our parents 

and families each month in our 

Principal Newsletter. Continue 

reading to learn all the details of our 

latest efforts as we work together to 

positively impact all areas of student 

growth and success! 

“The best way to find yourself 

it to lose yourself in the service 

of others.”  

- Mahatma Gandhi  
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Virtual 

Backpack 

http://www.suffield.org/misvb 

2014-2015 District 

Calendar 

2014 - 2015 Special 

Services Tri-fold Flyer  

School Lunch and 

Breakfast Menus 

McAlister Family 

Handbook 

2014-2015 Suffield 

Elementary PTO 

Information 

2014 - 2015 Weather 

Related Closing, Delayed 

Opening, and Early 

Dismissal Protocol  

Innisbrook Orders Are In  

MIS Parent Teacher 

Conferences Dec. 3rd - 5th  

NCCC - Parent and Sibling 

Support Groups 

NCCC - Recreational 

Calendar 

November News Article - 

Old Sturbridge Village 

Field Trip  

PALS Program - K-3  

Parent Letter - Head Lice 

Park and Rec Youth 

Basketball  

School Lunch and 

Breakfast Payment 

Information 

Suffield Merchandise - 

Holiday Shopping  

Sunshine Group 

Warriors Wrestling Club 

2014-2015 (DEC – FEB)  

Throughout the second half of 

November, we worked to schedule 

Parent Teacher Conferences via 

www.pickatime.com. We look forward 

to having all our families join us for 

these important meetings on 

December 3, 4, and 5. During these 

conferences, classroom teachers will 

lead a conversation with our families 

regarding students’ academic 

performance relative to the learning 

standards, students’ social emotional 

development, as well as students’ 

development in connection with The 

McAlister Way expectations. These 

conferences are a wonderful 

opportunity to continue to deepen the 

home-school connection which is so 

very vital to all students’ growth and 

development.   
 

On a final note, both Mr. Dunn and I 

presented school climate data from 

our May/June 2014 Comprehensive 

School Climate Inventory at a Board 

of Education meeting on Tuesday, 

November 5. The complete 

presentation can be found at http://

www.suffield.org/uploaded/

BOE/2014_2015_Agendas/20141105/0

5_-_Suffield_School_Climate_PreK-

grade_5_Presentation.pdf.  For those 

parents and families who could not be 

at the Board of Education meeting, 

but who would like to learn more 

about our climate data, please plan on 

joining us for a discussion on 

McAlister’s presentation on 

Wednesday, December 17 at 8:15 a.m. 

in the cafeteria. Coffee and cookies 

will be served as we welcome everyone 

to this meeting! Please RSVP to our 

main office at 860-668-3830 if you 

plan to attend this meeting. 
 

As always, we look forward to 

continued opportunities to collaborate 

and make this school year a year of 

learning, joy, and growth for all 

students. We hope that you all have a 

happy and peaceful holiday season 

and enjoy the festive days ahead! 

 

Warm Regards, 

 

 

 

 

Karen E. Carpenter-Snow 

Nurse’s Corner—by Mrs. Michele Fall 

Now that cold and flu season has arrived, please note that if your child is ill, 

make sure that they are fever free or have not vomited for 24 hours without 

medication before returning to school. Children who have not fully recovered 

put themselves and others at risk of contracting additional illnesses. 

 Cough drops are acceptable at school as long as they are provided 

from home and sent to the classroom teacher along with a note 

giving permission by a parent to be used as needed. 

 With the weather getting colder, please remember to send your 

children with weather appropriate clothing.  Boots and snow 

pants are required for children to play in the snow during recess. 

 We are always in need of tissues!  Please consider donating a 

box for your child to use in their classroom! 

http://www.suffield.org/misvb
http://www.suffield.org/uploaded/BOE/2014_2015_Agendas/20141105/05_-_Suffield_School_Climate_PreK-grade_5_Presentation.pdf
http://www.suffield.org/uploaded/BOE/2014_2015_Agendas/20141105/05_-_Suffield_School_Climate_PreK-grade_5_Presentation.pdf
http://www.suffield.org/uploaded/BOE/2014_2015_Agendas/20141105/05_-_Suffield_School_Climate_PreK-grade_5_Presentation.pdf
http://www.suffield.org/uploaded/BOE/2014_2015_Agendas/20141105/05_-_Suffield_School_Climate_PreK-grade_5_Presentation.pdf
http://www.suffield.org/uploaded/BOE/2014_2015_Agendas/20141105/05_-_Suffield_School_Climate_PreK-grade_5_Presentation.pdf


Partne

ring 

With 

Parents 
An 

opportunity 

for parents 

to : 

 Meet with 

Karen 

Carpenter-

Snow 

 Hear 

about the 

latest 

school and 

district 

initiatives 

 Discuss 

important 

events 

 Solidify the 

home-

school 

connection 

that is so 

vitally 

important 

to the 

success of 
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Principal 

Conversations 
An opportunity for 

parents to : 

 Meet with the 

principal, Karen 

Carpenter-Snow and 

assistant principal, 

Jack Ferraro 

 Hear about the 

latest school and 

district initiatives 

 Discuss important 

events 

 Solidify the home-

school connection 

that is so important 

to the success of our 

students.   
 

Please join us for our 
next meetings: 

 

Tues., February 10th 

at 8:15 a.m. 

 

Tues., May 19th 

at 8:15 a.m. 

 

McAlister  

Main Office 

Conference Room 

Fourth Grade UNICEF Fundraiser by 

Marianne Levinskas 

Every year it always amazes me how our students here at McAlister in the 

4th grade take such a personal interest in collecting donations 

for UNICEF. Their hearts are filled with the season of giving, 

and they truly work hard to make their contributions count. 

Everyone got very excited about participating in our UNICEF 

project. Students and parents donated gently used books, 

popcorn, and lemonade to sell to each other for a donation to 

UNICEF. Then we had our annual 4th grade go around to 

every classroom looking for a good book to share with family, friends, or just 

to have on our bookshelves at home. All the proceeds went directly to 

UNICEF. UNICEF is a foundation that was started for children to help 

children around the world. What a great way to show respect for children in 

need and to spread kindness to children and their families that our 4th 

graders have only seen in a video from around the world. Wow, what a great 

way for our 4th graders to show the McAlister Way. Are you ready for our 

grand total contribution to UNICEF?  $1,836.67  ~Now that is impressive!   

Veterans Day Assembly 

On Friday, November 7th, McAlister held its 

annual Veterans Day Assembly.  This year, we had 

just over 90 veterans join us for this important 

recognition and celebration! 

The veterans came in a bit 

before our assembly in 

order to join us for refreshments in the cafeteria. As 

the assembly time drew near, we had our special 

guests enter the gym following our student Color 

Guard. We were then treated to a presentation from 

each grade level, sang “America, The Beautiful”, personally recognized each 

of our veterans in attendance, and viewed a brief Veterans Day video from 

our nation’s capital. As always, this was a truly memorable event, as we 

welcomed so many special veterans, and were able to show our deep 

appreciation of all that they have done for us and for 

our country. We can’t wait for next year’s event!  
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Curriculum Highlights 

So many of our students have amazing imaginations! The fourth graders’ next language arts 

units focus on fantasy. The students will be introduced to the numerous text elements and 

topics within fantasy text. After immersing themselves in imaginary text, the students will 

become writers of fantasy text, emulating the authors’ of fantasy novels. The stories will be 

great fun to read! In math, we will be learning to accurately multiply one digit by up to four 

digit numbers and two-digit by two-digit numbers.  There are wonderful interactive games 

online that can help the children to learn their basic facts in no time. http://mrnussbaum.com/mathgames/ 

and http://www.mathplayground.com/games.html are some of our favorites! In social studies, we will be 

learning about the first European settlements in Connecticut and the names of some of the founders of 

these early settlements. The fourth grade students are working hard to display kindness, responsibility, 

respect, and safety within our school. The children are helping their peers when they are having trouble, 

congratulating them when they deserve it, and encouraging them when they need it. Our students truly 

take pride in saying, “We strive to do our very best each and every day we are kind, respectful, responsible, 

and safe, that’s the McAlister Way!” December will be an exciting month filled with lots of learning! 

The month of December brings a sense of joy and giving to our community, that is spread throughout the 

McAlister hallways. You can hear the joyful sounds of children practicing for their big performance at the 

Winter Concert. Bright colors of student work decorate the hallways and there is an overall sense of the 

season. Grade three will be having their annual Polar Express Day filled with holiday activities and 

delicious hot chocolate. We will be directing our focus in reading to our unit called “Point of View”. Classes 

will be working on the reader’s and author’s point of view in stories, will study characters, find character 

traits and motivations, and will continue working with the sequence of events. In 

writing, students will be working with a new unit called “Opinion Writing”. Here they 

will be learning how to write pieces that try to convince, debate or “sell” a thought or 

wish. They will be working on including strong supporting details in their writing. In 

math, we take the big step into multiplication. Classes will be working on the three 

properties of multiplication, how multiplication and division are related, and how we 

use multiplication in the real world. The students are always excited when we start 

multiplication! Our trip to Old Sturbridge Village set our students up perfectly for our current social 

studies unit in which we will be learning about colonial America and what it was like to live during those 

times. Finally, our students have been working hard be kind, respectful, responsible, and safe and have 

been earning many McAlister Way tickets--all in hopes of reaching our 10,000 ticket goal! 

Third Grade - By Mr. Oliver 

Fourth Grade - By Mrs. Pitocco  

Fifth Grade - By Mrs. Larson  
Fifth graders are very excited to be receiving McAlister Way tickets for various acts of kindness throughout 

our building! They are highly motivated to receive them and share the good news with families! In math, we 

are continuing to work hard on learning multiplication and division strategies for 

whole numbers and decimals. In ELA, we are beginning our focus on informative 

writing, and strategies for understanding non-fiction texts. Social studies sees us 

venturing into the American Revolution through the upcoming holidays. From the 

early rumblings of taxes and tea parties to battles fought on Bunker Hill and at 

Yorktown, students will be actively engaged in the causes and outcomes of the 

Revolutionary War. Finally, our study of light will have students understanding light 

as a form of energy. December will be a full month of learning here in 5th grade!  

http://mrnussbaum.com/mathgames/
http://www.mathplayground.com/games.html
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What is your favorite part of  

the school day? 

My favorite part of the day is 

reading workshop. Sharing my 

love of books and my favorite 

author’s with students to help 

them appreciate author’s craft 

and ideas is very exciting! 

What does the McAlister 

Way mean to you? 

The McAlister Way means 

community to me. Having a 

strong sense of community 

and belonging is so 

important. The McAlister Way 

makes it fluid throughout the 

school as to what is expected. 

This sets our students up for 

success each and every day. 

Staff Spotlight - Mrs. Amanda Moriarty 

McAlister Intermediate School  Dec. 2014 / Jan. 2015 

3rd Grade Teacher 

What motivates you to be in education? 

Shaping the future and paving the road to success for students motivates me to be in education. I 

enjoy helping students learn and persevere. I believe creating a fun, safe environment for each student 

is important. 

Years of Service:  This is my 8th year teaching. During these 8 years, I have taught kindergarten, 

second grade, and third grade. McAlister has been very welcoming, and I’m thrilled to be teaching 

third grade in this community. 

Important Reminders 

During Parent Teacher Conferences, we will have tables set up in our front hallway displaying all 

of the items from our Lost and Found. Please note that we will have tables set up for the three 

days of Parent Teacher Conferences and then after that we will be donating the remaining items. 

Be sure to join us for our Winter Concert on Thursday, December 18.  The schedule is as follows:  

9:00 a.m.- (Parents of 4th graders) 

10:45 a.m.- (Parents of 3rd graders)  

1:00 p.m. - (Parents of 5th graders) 

As always, remember that all grade levels will perform at each concert. 

First-Ever Morning Intramural Program 

In mid-November we were thrilled to send home flyers regarding our 

first-ever, grade level intramural program at McAlister. These 

programs are the brainchild of Mrs. Raymond, one of our Physical 

Education teachers, as she is always on the lookout for ways to increase 

the physical activity levels of all students! Together with the assistance 

of a number of additional staff members here at McAlister, Mrs. 

Raymond will start the school day off on an active note as she leads our 

students in their favorite games before school. 
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The March to 10,000: 

McAlister Way Tickets 

Beginning to Pile Up! 

Walk through the front doors of McAlister 

Intermediate School, and the first thing you notice 

is the neon-colored rainbow of McAlister Way paw 

prints 

plastered 

across the 

walls, 

crawling 

their way 

around the 

corner and 

down the 

hallway. 

While they 

certainly 

make for a dazzling display and create an exciting 

tone upon entering the building, these hundreds of 

tickets (and counting) represent the many acts of 

kind, respectful, responsible and safe behaviors 

students are demonstrating daily at McAlister 

Intermediate School! 

The Suffield Wildcat Paw is our new logo 

symbolizing The McAlister Way. Working within 

our “Pawsitive” Behavioral Interventions and 

Supports (PBIS) framework, students are explicitly 

taught what the expected McAlister Way behaviors 

specifically look like and sound like in every area of 

our school.   

Our entire staff – teachers, paraprofessionals, 

custodians, cafeteria staff, bus drivers, and 

administrators – carries 

around a personal 

supply of McAlister 

Way tickets and paw 

prints to recognize 

students when they 

demonstrate these 

expected behaviors. 

Each time students are 

recognized, they receive a blue, McAlister Way 

ticket signed by the attentive staff member, and a 

neon-colored paw print. Staff members are sure to 

tell students exactly what kind, respectful, 

responsible or safe behavior they observed, further 

teaching students 

specific behaviors we 

expect as members of 

the McAlister 

Intermediate School 

community. Students 

bring the blue ticket 

home to share their 

good news with their families. They then sign the 

paw print and drop it in one of three, grade-level, 

McAlister Way jars. One lucky winner is selected 

every week for a special prize. 

So, how are we doing? Well, our first week our 

students earned 206 McAlister Way tickets. The 

following week, they earned 255 tickets. And just 

this past week, McAlister students kicked it into 

gear and 

earned 384 

McAlister Way 

tickets, 

bringing our 

grand total to 

date: 845 

tickets! At this 

rate, we are 

sure to reach 

our school-

wide goal of 

10,000 tickets! 

“The McAlister Way” by Jack Ferraro 


