
Suffield High School  

October, 2012 

 

 

From the Principal… 
 

 

Greeting Parents and Friends:   

 

The first quarter of the 2012-13 academic 

year is well underway, with much good news and success to already report.  Students and 

teachers are settled into their routines and are making great progress toward both short 

and long-term academic goals.  In my visits to classrooms, I am observing students 

engaged in their learning and teachers sharing a passion and enthusiasm for their subjects.   

 

Thank you to all who attended our Open House on September 20
th

 – we hope you found 

the program informative.  Please watch our website in the coming weeks for a conference 

scheduling link that will allow you to personalize your visit during parent-teacher 

conferences next month.  Conferences are scheduled for November 14, 15 and 16.   

 

Our students continue to excel academically, with the National Honor Society induction 

scheduled for later this month.  Our seniors have received information relative to their 

performance on the PSAT, and we congratulate Hannah Gardocki who is a commended 

student in the 2013 National Merit Scholarship Program.  She scored in the top five 

percent of the more than 1.5 million students who took the test.  Many of our Agriscience 

students will travel to Indianapolis this month for the National FFA convention.   
 

Our athletic teams are off to a great start.  Girls swimming recently tied Torrington – a 

tough rival who we have not matched well against in recent years.  Already, eight of our 

swimmers have qualified for states.   Boys Cross Country are currently 7 - 1 and are tied 

for second place in the league.  Even with an extremely young team, we have a great 

chance to become league champs this season.  Girls Cross Country is currently 8 - 0 and 

they defeated last year’s state champions in the Stratton Brook invitational.  Girls Soccer 

is off to a great start, with a record of 4-0-1.  We have a very young team who are rising 

to the challenge so far.  Boys Soccer is currently 4 and 1 and are quite proud of their 

recent victory over Avon who provided challenging play.  Field Hockey has a 3-2 record 

with two wins over class L schools.  The team also enjoyed a big win over perennial 

contender, Canton.   Football enjoyed an impressive victory in their first game against 

Housatonic.  They also brought in a great crowd at our home game in Suffield on 

September 22
nd

.   Volleyball is playing well and is proud of their recent 3-0 win over 

Canton. 

 



Please see the enclosed information from Superintendent Baldwin about our School 

Climate Survey.  We are enthusiastic about collecting feedback from our school 

community regarding the learning environment and plan to use this data to inform our 

program efforts and improvements moving forward.  As you may recall from my 

communications last year, all schools have a Safe School Climate Committee.  Ours will 

have access to the survey data and be able to respond to any concerns that arise and/or 

expand on programs and initiatives that receive positive feedback.   

 

We invite you to attend our first Parent Advisory Council (PAC) meeting of the year on 

Tuesday, October 16
th

 at 5:00pm in the SHS library.  This year, we plan to select a focus 

topic as a group – with several to choose from – and spend our time together working on 

research of best practice, surveying parents, and implementing well-informed strategies 

to improve upon our program.  Please consider joining us!  

 

This newsletter will be the only one sent out in paper copy, as we try to be as “green” and 

economical as possible.  Please check our website regularly, where we post 

announcements, important upcoming events, this monthly newsletter, and many other 

important items.  In addition, if we have your email address we can send you the 

newsletter each time it is posted.   

 

As you can tell, we have had a flurry of activity these first few weeks of school – and we 

are learning and growing every day.  We hope you are enjoying the beautiful autumn 

harvest season and wish you all the best from Suffield High School.   

 

 

 

      Respectfully, 

 

 

      Donna L. Hayward   


