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A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO THE SUFFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS EMPLOYEES  

AND SUFFIELD COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

After conducting an extensive search for a new superintendent of schools, the Board of Education for 
the Suffield Public Schools has unanimously decided to offer the position to finalist Karen Berasi, 
contingent upon successful completion of contract negotiations which are now officially underway. 
Karen Berasi currently serves as the Assistant Superintendent for Special Services for the Ridgefield 
Public Schools where she has been employed for the past seven years.  

 “After conducting an extensive search for a strong, effective leader who is the best fit for Suffield, the 
Board believes we have found our next superintendent, who also happens to have been a former 
employee of the Suffield Public Schools when she served as the Director for Pupil Personnel Services in 
SY 2007-2008,” said Board Chairwoman Jeanne Gee.  

“Karen Berasi, in addition to having had an exceptional reputation as an administrator in her prior 
assignment in Suffield, came highly recommended from multiple sources in her current workplace. We 
were very impressed when we had an opportunity to interview her and recognized what her vision and 
experience could bring to our school community. We were grateful that our search consultant recruited 
Karen for the applicant pool,” added Board Chairwoman Jeanne Gee.  

In January, the Board retained the services of C.E.S. Executive Search Services in Trumbull, Connecticut 
to assist in the search for a new Superintendent.  There were fourteen applicants for the position.  The 
Board reviewed all of the candidates' applications, selected seven candidates for interviews, and 
narrowed the field to two semi-finalists in April when they conducted additional intensive interviews 
requiring candidate presentations, portfolio development, and responses to complex questions and 
problem solving scenarios.  

As part of the application and interview process, the consulting firm conducted independent 
background checks of the candidates.  After Karen Berasi had been unanimously identified as the 
finalist, the Board directed their search consultant to conduct additional in-depth reference checks and 
to organize a series of meetings with "key communicators" in the Suffield school community to collect 
additional data on the leadership attributes, personal characteristics, and potential "fit" of the candidate 
for the Suffield community. The comments from people who participated in the "key communicators" 
meetings were overwhelmingly positive and provided the Board essential data to consider prior to 
entering into their final deliberations.  

“The Suffield Board has been very pleased with the search process, and in particular  the recruiting and 
careful vetting of candidates who applied.  Our consultant collected an extensive amount of input from 
our school community, listened to the Board's vision for leadership, to staff's concerns, and to the 
community's comments and created a clear picture of who would constitute a top candidate for 
Suffield,” said Jeanne Gee.  “We are confident we have found the best person to be the next 
Superintendent of the Suffield Public Schools and that our finalist epitomizes a majority of the attributes 
and characteristics documented in our leadership profile and are thrilled to welcome Karen Berasi back 
to the Suffield School family."  

Assuming successful negotiations of a contract and Board of Education public vote in their upcoming 
May 5 Board of Education meeting, Karen Berasi is expected to begin work in early July, 2015. The Board 



of Education wishes to thank the faculty and staff of the Suffield Public Schools, the parents of our 
students, our high school students, and all of the community members who so willingly participated by 
supplying us valuable input in the search process.  

"The Board of Education looks forward to working with Karen Berasi and will work diligently to assist 
with her acclimation to our school community when she assumes her official duties in July," states 
Jeanne Gee.  

A short bio of Karen Berasi's career as an educator is included with this announcement. For those people 
who were not participants in the "key communicators" meetings, this bio provides an overview of her 
professional background and work history.  

Thank you. 

Suffield Board of Education  

 

 

 


