
Suffield Board of Education 

Policy Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 

October 8, 2015 – 7:00 a.m. 

Central Office Conference Room 

 

 

Attendees: Lori D’Ostuni, Natalie Semyanko, Matt Service, Mike Bosworth, Steve Moccio, 

Karen Berasi  

 

I. Call to Order: 7:03 a.m.  

 

II. Policies for Review and Discussion:  

 

Policy/Reg. 5135 and Reg. 6145.23 – Participation in Athletics/Extra Curricular Activities  
Suffield’s standards for participation are higher than CIAC, Connecticut’s athletic governing 

body.  Administration asked board for numerical clarification for “C average.” Discussion 

included correct policy numbering, request for data around a 70 vs. a 73 average (73 average is 

current policy) and changes and clarification to the eligibility appeals process.  For the next 

policy meeting, Lori and Steve will revise policies with Steve to revise appeals Reg. and Forms 

based on discussion.  Administration will provide requested data for next meeting.  Appeals Reg.  

and Forms 6145.23 will be dissolved and new appeal Reg. and Forms will be under the 5000 

Student Series.   

 

Policy and Regulation #5145.12 – Search and Seizure, Policy #5145.121 – Vehicle Searches 

on School Grounds and Policy #5145.122 – Use of Dogs to Search School Property 

For the wellness and safety of all students, administration and Board members requested a 

review of all Search policies, including legal review.  Questions included process explanation of 

all searches, communication with police, communication of policy changes and noting the 

wording aligned with CABE recommended policies and other districts.  The three policies and 

one regulation will go to 30-day read on the next Board meeting agenda. 

 

Policy 5118 – Non-Resident Students – Affidavit Forms 
Administration requested review due to issues with students who are non-residents attending 

Suffield schools.  Discussion involved cleaning up residency affidavit forms.  Administration 

discussed process changes to account for year to year residence changes such as one-year renter 

leases.  Board members requested also reviewing the policy at the same time as the form.  Board 

members requested administration to research other districts which changed their process from 

the same problem. Questions included how often families register in district.  Administration will 

research and the policy will be included for review at the next policy meeting. 

 

Policy 1250 – Visits to the Schools 

Public Comment – Jon Metcalf commented against restricting classroom observations. 

 

This policy only pertains to the process for visitors entering school buildings and individuals 

requesting to observe in the schools.  It was noted the majority of requests are from parents of 

special education students.  Administration requested initial review based on security changes 



made for all visitors in school buildings.  There have been issues to learning environment with 

frequent classroom observation requests.  Noted was the increase in people coming to observe in 

the classrooms.  Discussion included questions and responses on other options (i.e. videotaping) 

for information to be obtained without observing.  An overview of communication avenues for 

parents of special education students was given as well as amount of time for modifications in 

IEPs to determine if working.  Administration had legal review the policy and included their 

suggestions.  The policy will go to 30-day read on the next Board meeting agenda.       

 

2016-2017 School Calendar 
Administration brought forward a first draft for next year’s calendar.  Regional calendars are to 

go into effect starting with the 2017-2018 school year.  Board questions centered on start/end 

date rationale, number of single days off (i.e. Columbus Day, Veterans Day) vacation days and 

snow make-up days.  Administration wants to move to full day professional development days 

instead of current early release days for a stronger PD program.  Administration will work on 

further feedback to the proposed calendar and report back at the next policy meeting.    

 

III. Policy Review – Process/Timeline 

 

The policy review by series will begin after the election. 

 

IV. Upcoming Policies 

 

The Chair disseminated information on policy definitions, development and oversight; as well as 

the latest CABE Policy Update Summary.  

 

V. Adjournment:  8:13 a.m. 


