
December 22, 2014 

 

 

Dear Parents and Suffield School Staff and Faculty, 

 

I am grateful that the school board has the confidence to appoint me Interim Superintendent of 

the Suffield Public Schools. Many of you know me as the former principal of Spaulding and 

McAlister Intermediate Schools. For those of you who do not know me, let me share a few 

things with you. 

 

My family moved to Suffield at the end of 1984 when I was named principal of Spaulding and 

Bridge Street Schools. My two daughters graduated from the Suffield Schools and my wife, 

Beth, was a seventh then eighth grade teacher at Suffield Middle School for 15 years. 

 

Prior to coming to Suffield, my wife and I lived and worked in different school systems in a 

number of states.  When I was appointed principal in Suffield in 1984 we decided to settle in this 

community and we have never regretted that decision.  We found Suffield to be a wonderful 

town in which to raise our children, with a great school system.  Both Beth and I came to love 

this community.  We are still intimately involved in many activities in town. 

 

I was a member of the Suffield Board of Selectman until my appointment as Interim 

Superintendent.  I am president of the Suffield Public Library Foundation and have been active 

in raising funds for the new library entrance. For many years I have been a member of the 

Greater Suffield Interfaith Council and am a founder of Suffield’s Juvenile Review Board and 

Youth Services. 

 

Our interest and concern for our wonderful schools runs deep in my family.  Though I retired, I 

never lost my interest in our educational system.  We have an outstanding faculty and support 

staff that provides your children with a challenging education.  I have seen how the 

administration has worked to create a supportive program and provide resources for the teachers. 

 

I accepted this challenge knowing it is only temporary, but I aim to help the Board during this 

period of transition to a new Superintendent, and develop a budget that supports a strong 

instructional program. Our goal is to have a new Superintendent start July 1, 2015. The selection 

process is arduous, but it is our intent to make it as open and inclusive as possible.  

 

I hope you will join the school Board and me during the time I am Interim Superintendent.  I am 

confident our shared goals for the success of Suffield children will help us to work together to 

continue to move our school system toward excellence.  

 

I look forward to meeting and working with you. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Mel Chafetz 


